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Catch-up Premium Strategy Statement 2020-2022  

In June 2021, a £650 million fund for education was announced by the government. 
Further guidance regarding the fund can be found here: 
(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/catch-up-premium-coronavirus-covid-19)  

This statement details our school’s use of Catch-up Premium to help support pupils and 
students to catch up on missed academic and enrichment opportunities due to the impact 
of Covid-19 restrictions.  

Funding overview 

Detail Amount 
Catch-up Premium (calculated at £240 per pupil) £36,000 

Statement of intent 

Our intent is that the funding supports the learning of our pupils and students in the 
development of their social communication skills, independence skills as well as in the 
core subjects of English, Maths, Science and Physical Education. St Dominic’s School 
has a Needs Led Curriculum that is designed to support the development of pupil’s 
‘softer skills’ including skills for learning, skills for communication, skills for 
independence, skills for self-development and skills for enrichment. We intend for the 
catch up funding to fund a range of activities outside of and in addition to the normal 
school curriculum to allow the pupils the opportunity to have experiences and learning 
that they may have missed out on due to Covid-19. 

Challenges 

From the Education Endowment Foundation, There is a growing evidence around the 
impact of school closures on the learning outcomes of pupils. Research shows a 
consistent pattern: 

1. Pupils have made less academic progress compared with previous year groups 
2. There is a large attainment gap for disadvantaged pupils, which seems to have 

grown 

In addition, we have identified the key challenges to achievement that as a result of 
Covid-19 and the associated restrictions.  
 

• Increased levels of social isolation resulting in the potential for increased levels of 
mental health issues, anxiety and self-harm.  

• Decreased opportunities to access enrichment activities and experience within 
local communities and the wider world.  
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• Changes to the normal academic offer and access to face to face teaching and 
therapy. 

• Limited access to specialist teaching spaces and alternative provisions, resulting 
in a decrease in opportunities for practical learning experiences. 

Intended outcomes  

This explains the outcomes we are aiming for by the end of our current strategy plan, 
and how we will measure whether they have been achieved. 

Intended outcome Success criteria 
Increased confidence and 
improved emotional 
wellbeing.  

Reduction in associated safeguarding and behaviour 
concerns related to mental health. Pupils’ attitudes 
towards school and self will have improved from their 
2020 starting point.  

Pupils and students have 
increased knowledge and 
skills related to the wider 
curriculum.  

Attainment against outcomes relating to SMSC, 
Cultural Capital and Fundamental British Values.  

The negative impact of 
Covid-19 on academic 
attainment is limited 
through additional learning 
opportunities.  

Catch up in academic attainment across all subjects.  
We expect attainment outcomes at the end of 2021-22, 
for all year groups, will be at least in line with those at 
the point of lockdown in March 2020. This means that if 
a child was working at an age-related expectation in 
English or maths in March, they will be working, at 
least, at the same age-related expectation by the end 
of the year.    

Theoretical knowledge of 
subjects is embedded 
through practical 
application and seeing 
learning in the context.  

All pupils access an enrichment opportunity that is 
relevant to their learning.  
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Activity in this academic year 

Our chosen activities are based on the educational evidence taken from the Education 
Endowment Foundation under the areas of extended school time, arts participation and 
social learning https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-
evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit  

Activity Evidence that supports this approach 
Out of school hours 
learning and 
enrichment 
experiences (such as 
trips to museums, 
historical sites of 
interest and sports 
parks) 

Multiple teaching modalities enable learning to be 
memorable, consolidated and embedded. Activities will be 
chosen based on the areas of experience that were most 
limited by the restrictions related to Covid-19.  
Increased opportunities of social interactions with peer 
groups allows for improved social skills and confidence in 
accessing the community. Interactions under the guidance of 
specialist staff ensure that skills are learnt in a safe space. 

Increase in planned 
trips, visits and 
enrichment 
opportunities with the 
school day (such as 
visits from theatre 
groups, sports 
activities and animal 
experiences)  

Multiple teaching modalities enable learning to be 
memorable, consolidated and embedded. Activities will be 
chosen based on the areas of experience that were most 
limited by the restrictions related to Covid-19. 
Pupils benefit from experiencing elements of the community 
and wider world alongside specialist staff who are able to 
support their ASC needs in social situations.  

 


