
St. Dominic’s School KS2 – KS4 Subject Overview: Humanities  

Curriculum Intent: To ensure that pupils and students of all abilities and SEN are equipped with the skills to weigh evidence and think critically about the world in which they live, enabling them to be informed and active citizens in a 

democratic society. 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Core Values  Myself My Context The Wider World 

I Am Me I Matter I Am Unique I Belong I Am Safe I am Prepared 

Skills for 
Independence  

Self-Care Functional Motor Sensory Modulation Independent Living Personal Safety and Welfare Organisation and Preparation 
for Work 

Skills for Learning  Self-Managers Independent Enquirers Reflective Learners Team Workers Effective Participators Creative Thinkers 

Skills for 
Communication  

Attention & Listening Understanding Narrative Skills Vocabulary Relationships Play and Social Interaction 

Skills for Self- 
Development  

Positive Attitudes Emotional Resilience Ambitious Goals Leadership and presentation of 
self 

Staying Safe Decision making and planning 
for the future 

Skill for Enrichment  Spirituality Morality Social Understanding Citizenship Cultural Understanding World of Work 

Reading  Retelling  Literal questioning  Prediction  Inference  Inference  Evaluation  

Writing Y3- 7 GPVS Combining Words, Phrases 
and Clauses  

Grammatical Terms and Word 
Classes  

Standard English and Formality 
/Functions of Sentences 

Punctuation  Verb Forms/Tenses and 
Consistency 

Vocabulary 

Writing Y8-11 GPVS Sentences and Clauses Nouns, Verbs and Tenses Adjectives, Adverbs and 
Grammar 

Possession and Speech Cohesion, Organisation and 
Presentation 

Punctuation 

Writing Y3-11 
Composition  

Plan and Organise Narrate and Describe  Extend  Summarise  Adapt  Edit and Revise  

Numeracy Y3-7 Number and Place Value Addition and Subtraction Multiplication and Division Fractions, Decimals and 
Percentages 

Shape, Space and Measures Data Handling 

Number Y8-11 Number Algebra Reasoning, Multiplication and 
Division 

Proportions and Proportional 
Change 

Geometry Data Handling 

Year 3 Vikings 
 
British History 
 
Can identify the differences 
between old and new and say 
why there are differences. 
 
Can tell stories from the past 
about the past in British History. 
 
Composition (English) 
 
Make up phrases or short 
sentences to express thoughts 
aloud about topic. 

Rainforests 
 
Human & Physical 
 
Can say what season it is and 
what weather is like in hot and 
cold places. 
 
Place Knowledge 
 
Can say what the differences are 
when looking at where people 
live. 
 

Geographical skills 
 
Can use world maps, atlases 
and globes to name countries, 
continents and oceans. 
 

Composition (English) 
 
Write sentences by saying out 
loud what I am about to write. 

Raillways 
 
Past and Present 
 
Can talk about events that 
happened in the past. 
 
Can name people who have 
achieved things in the past. 
 
Place Knowledge (Geography) 
 
Can name features on a simple 
map. 
 
Composition (English) 
 
Use more than one adjective to 
describe an object. 

Extreme Earth 
 
Human & Physical 
 
Can use keywords to name things 
such as beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, 
mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, 
valley, vegetation, season, weather. 
 
Can name soil, rock and sand in their 
natural environment. 
 
GPVS (English) 
 

Use question mark and exclamation 
mark sometimes. 

Ancient Egypt 
 
World History 
 
Can ask questions to find things 
that are the same and different 
between the past and present. 
 
Can name an artefact and say 
why it is different to a modern 
one. 
 
Can tell stories from and about 
the past from other countries. 
 
GPVS (English) 
 
Say when something is 
happening now and when it has 
already happened.. 

The UK 
 
Locational 
 
Can name the four countries and 
capital cities of the UK and its 
seas. 
 
Place Knowledge 
 
Can name features on a simple 
map. 
 
Can name some local places. 
 
Human & Physical 
 
Can use key words such as city, 
town, village, factory, farm, house, 
office, port, harbour and shop. 
 
Composition (English) 
 
Listen to writing being re-read and 
change or add to it.. 



Year 4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Henry VIII 
 
British History 
 
Can sequence six incidents from 
a historic story. 
 
Can identify people from the past 
who are famous in Britain. 
 
Can describe why one event can 
be recorded in different ways by 
different people. 
 
Composition (English) 
 

Record sentences and use a 
simple plan to organise thoughts. 

All Around The World 
 
Place Knowledge 
 
Can describe places that are the 
same and different to each 
other. 
 
Can describe what is in photos 
and maps. 
 
Can describe how to solve a 
problem about places and 
people. 
 
Composition (English) 
 
Use some noun phrases to 
describe an object without 
prompting. 

Crime and Punishment 
 
British History 
 
Can look at, and sort, objects in 
sequence according to age. 
 
Can describe the characteristics of 
old objects. 
 
Past & Present 
 
Can describe why people of the 
past reacted the way that they did. 
 
Composition (English) 
 
Use more than one sentence to 
describe a person or an object. 

Water 
 
Human & Physical 
 
Can describe water features on a 
map such as lakes and rivers. 
 
Can describe different types of rain 
and the effects of weather conditions 
on different surfaces. 
 
Geographical Skills 
 
Can describe weather conditions and 
make a simple weather chart. 
 
 
GPVS (English) 
 
Use full stops, question marks and 
exclamation marks most of the time. 

Romans 
 
World History 
 
Can describe modern and old 
objects and say what makes 
them different. 
 
Can describe information from 
pictures. 
 
Past & Present 
 
Can describe the passing of time 
and put simple events in order. 
 

GPVS (English) 
 

Use knowledge to write 
sentences in the past and 
present with support. 

Somewhere to Settle 
 
Locational 
 
Can describe different services 
(shops) in an area and how the 
goods are provided. 
 
Can describe different changes in 
how we use land and how this 
affects people. 
 
Geographical Skills 
 
Can follow a map route in a 
familiar area and say why they like 
or dislike an area.  
 

GPVS (English) 
 
Use synonyms to improve writing. 

Year 6 Ancient Greece 
 
World History 
 
Knows the achievements of 
people who lived in ancient 
civilizations. 
 
Knows about ancient Greece and 
how the ancient Greeks lived. 
 
Past & Present 
 
Knows that time can be divided 
up into different periods and 
shows understanding of 
chronology. 
 
Composition (English) 
 

Discuss ideas before writing and 
use plan. 

Our Changing World 
 
Locational 
 
Knows how land use has 
changed over time. 
 
Human & Physical 
 
Knows what the conditions are 
like in the polar regions, 
rainforest and desert. 
 
Understands the changes in 
landscape, industry and tourism. 
 
GPVS (English) 
 
Use a capital letter for the 
names of people, places, the 
days of the week and for ‘I’. 

Second World War 
 
World History 
 
Knows key events, facts and the 
effect people had in a particular 
period of history from the Middle 
Ages onwards. 
 
Can identify simple causes of 
significant events in the wider 
world. 
 
Past & Present 
 
Knows about the main events, 
people and changes studied. 
 
GPVS (English) 
 

Use capital letters and full stops 
consistently.. 

Raging Rivers 
 
Locational 
 
Knows where different hills, 
mountains, coasts and rivers are in 
the UK. 
 
Can label main features of a river. 
 
Human & Physical 
 
Can explain the effects of wind and 
water on features. 
 
Composition (English) 
 
Identify three main ideas from written 
source and use own words to 
summarise. 

Early Islamic Civilizations 
 
World History 
 
Knows about an event after 
1066 that happened in the wider 
world. 
 
Can produce an extended piece 
of writing that answers questions 
about a historical period.  
 
Past & Present 
 
Can give a few reasons for 
change and main events. 
 
GPVS (English) 
 
Check verbs to make sure they 
are consistently written in the 
past, present or future tense.. 

Amazing Americas 
 
Locational 
 
Can use a map to find the 
countries of the world. 
 

Place Knowledge 
 
Can understand physical and 
political maps. 
 
Human & Physical 
 
Can explain why some areas are 
settled and some are not. 
 
Composition (English) 
 
Check writing as independently as 
possible for GPVS errors. 

Year 7 Weather & Environment 
 
Place Knowledge 
 
Knows how weather can affect 
people.  
 
Geographical Skills 
 

Can read a thermometer, 
measure distance and wind. 
 

Industrial Revolution & 
Victorians 
 
British History 
 
Can recognise the impact of 
technological developments. 
 
Can select differences between 
primary and secondary sources. 
 
Past and Present 

Settlements 
 
Place Knowledge 
 
Knows which keywords to use 
when looking at different places. 
 
Knows different types of settlement 
and what types of transport go 
from one to another. 
 

Ancient Rome 
 
World History 
 
Can understand the lifestyles of 
people within a period, including 
differences between rich and poor. 
 
Can understand how to link different 
pieces of information to see a bigger 
picture. 
 

Civil War 
 
British History 
 
Can understand the reasons 
behind the actions of historical 
characters. 
 
Can understand how events can 
be interpreted. 
 
Past & Present 

Tourism 
 
Place Knowledge 
 
Can identify changes in a place, 
how it can be made better, and the 
reasons people might have for 
change. 
 

Locational 
 



Can make a weather chart 
including wind, rain and 
temperature and basic weather 
symbols. 
 
Composition (English) 
 
Write sentences by saying out 
loud what I am about to write. 

 
Work out details of a historical 
event from sources of 
information 
 

Composition (English) 
 
Use synonyms. 

Knows how to use simple 
coordinates on a large scale map 
to locate features and draw own 
map.  
 

Composition (English) 
 
Use structured planning to extend 
writing. 
 

Past & Present 
 
Can talk about sources of historical 
information. 
 
Composition (English) 
 
Identify five main ideas from written 
source and use own phrases to 
summarise. 
 
 
 

 
Can understand and use dates 
to show a period of change. 
 
Can work out details of a 
historical event from sources of 
information. 
 
Composition (English) 
 
Use persuasive language. 
 
 

Can locate the world’s counties on 
a map. 
 
Human & Physical 
 

Understands the changes in 
landscape, industry and tourism. 
 
Composition (English) 
 
Reread written work with support, 
changing sentences and spellings 
which are incorrect. 

Year 8 Hinduism & Religious Festivals 
 
Worldviews 

 
Explain how some beliefs have 
certain celebrations and show 
certain behaviours. 
 
Religion and Society 
 
Use information about the 
meaning of rituals to understand 
different communities. 
 
Composition (English) 
 
Write down key words/ideas 
before writing. 

Medicine Through Time 
 
World History 

 
Can use name and place 
chronological events to describe 
events and people and to 
compare developments. 
 
Past & Present 
 
Can use dates to relate the 
passage of time, name and 
place significant historical 
periods and events in 
chronological order. 
 
Can identify features of past 
societies and periods and make 
links between them. 
 
Composition (English) 
 
Use knowledge learnt from 
reading in writing. 

Natural Disasters 
 
Place Knowledge 
 
Can understand the effects of 
volcanoes, earthquakes and river 
systems, coastlines and soil types. 
 
Understands how to use an index 
on a map and a four grid reference. 
 
Understands how to measure a 
straight line on a map. 
 
Composition (English) 
 
Use planning, and ideas from texts, 
to expand writing. 

Medieval Realms 
 
British History 

 
Can use information to find out about 
the developments of the Church, 
state and society in Medieval Britain 
from 1066 to 1509. 
 
Past & Present 
 
Can use knowledge to discuss 
events and changes and give 
reasons for them. 
 
Can use knowledge to begin to 
evaluate sources of information and 
identify those that are useful. 
 

Composition (English) 
 
Identify at least five main ideas from 
written source and use full sentences 
to summarise. 

Sustainability 

 

Locational 
 
Can identify four main European 

cities and which country they are 

in. 

 

Can use knowledge to 

understand about the polar 

regions, hot deserts, countries 

and major cities. 

 

Can use key words and map 

skills to answer questions 

 

Can locate specifics details on a 

map. 

 

Composition (English) 
 
Choose nouns or pronouns 

appropriately for clarity and 

cohesion and to avoid repetition. 

Titanic 
 
World History 

 
Can use evidence and information 
about the challenges for Britain, 
Europe and the wider world from 
1901 to the present day. 
 
Can use information to produce a 
structured, extended piece of 
writing that answers questions and 
gives reason for their opinion. 
 
Past & Present 
 
Can show deeper understanding of 
factual knowledge and 
understanding of the UK and the 
wider world. 
 
Composition (English) 
 
Reread written work 
independently, changing 
sentences and spelling which is 
not correct.  

Year 9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Martin Luther King 
 
World History 
 
Can use, name and place 
chronological events to describe 
events and people and compare 
developments. 
 
Can use what they know to 
describe characteristics of the 
period studied. 
 
Composition (English) 
 

Natural Disasters 
 
Locational 
 
Can use key words and map 
skills to answer questions 
 
Can locate specific details on a 
map. 
 
Can measure the distance 
between two points on a map, 
read heights, identify contours, 
hill tops and valleys. 
 

Rivers 
 
Human & Physical 
 
Can use knowledge to explain how 
rivers and seas are polluted, where 
pollution in rivers comes from and 
ways of tackling it. 
 
Geographical skills 
 
Knows how to use an Ordnance 
Survey map in the classroom and 
in the field. 
 

Islam 
 
Worldviews 
 
Can understand the context from 
which world views come. 
 
Understands the connection between 
religious stories and key practices 
within the traditions studied. 
 
Can interpret teachings, sources, 
authorities and ways of life in order to 
understand religions. 
 

English Settlement of America 

 

British History 

 

Can use information to find out 

about the development of 

church, state and society in 

Britain from 1509 to 1745. 

 

Can identify the causes, effects 

and consequences of 

revolutions. 

 

Composition (English) 

Christian Ethics 
 
Religion & Society 
 
Can interpret the influence that 
religious and non-religious history 
and culture has on individuals and 
communities. 
 
Philosophy and Ethics 
 
Can explore moral and ethical 
questions. 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Know how to plan writing by 
talking about similar writing. 

GPVS (English) 
 
Use expanded noun phrases to 
convey complicated information 
concisely. 

Can use observations to give 
reasons for things they can see. 
 
Composition (English) 
 

Use evidence from a written 
source to support ideas. 

Composition (English) 
 
Explain message of a written text in 
own words. 

 
Use AFOREST technique when 

writing persuasively.. 

Can describe and explain one of 
the main messages of a sacred 
text and compare how and why 
sacred texts are treated in special 
ways. 
 
Composition (English) 
 
Re-read written work 
independently and correct 
sentences and spelling. 
 

Year 10 Conflict & Tension in Asia 
1950-75 
 
World History  

Analyse the features of 
communism and capitalism.  
 
Historical Skills 
Create structured accounts, 
selecting, organising and 
communicating knowledge. 
 
Composition (English) 
Use knowledge to summarise and 
organise material. 
 

Conflict & Tension in Asia 
1950-75 
 
World History  

Analyse why countries quarrel. 
 
Historical Skills 
Reach substantiated 
conclusions. 
 
Composition (English) 
Support ideas and arguments 
with necessary factual evidence. 
 

Conflict and Tension in Asia 
1950-1975 
 
World History  

Analyse how countries become 
embroiled in flashpoints.  
 
Historical Skills 
Analyse relationships between 
local, regional, national and 
international history. 
 
Composition (English) 
Plan writing by noting and 
developing initial ideas with 
research and reading. 
 

Norman England c.1066-c.1100 
 
British History  
Analyse cause, change, continuity 

and causation. 
 
Historical Skills 
Analyse the relationship between 
cultural, economic, social, political, 
religious and military history. 
 
Composition (English) 
Precis complex and detailed accounts 
and arguments accurately. 
 

Norman England c.1066-
c.1100 
 
British History  

Analyse the impact of social and 
economic changes. 
 
Historical Skills 
Analyse why particular people, 
events and developments have 
been given historical 
significance. 
 
Composition (English) 
Ensure knowledge of audience 
and purpose for writing is secure. 
 

Norman England c.1066-c.1100 
 
British History  
Analyse an historic site in its 

historical context.  
 
Historical Skills 
Evaluate historical sources. 
 
Composition (English) 
Assess and edit writing by ensuring 
that the correct tense is used 
throughout. 
 

Year 11 Germany 1890-1945 
Democracy and Dictatorship 
 

World History  
Evaluate economic and social 
factors.  
 
Historical Skills 
Understand how and why 
different interpretations of the 
past are constructed. 
 
Composition (English) 
Consider appropriate language, 
tone and format to use. 

 
 
 

Germany 1890-1945 
Democracy and Dictatorship 
 

World History  
Evaluate how ideological 
differences between countries 
cause mistrust and suspicion. 
Ensure that it impacts positively 
on the reader. 
 
Historical Skills 
Make connections, draw 
contrasts and analyse trends.    
 
Composition (English) 
Critically examine writing to 
ensure that it has positive impact 
on the reader. 
 

Health & The People c.1000 to 

the Present Day 

 

British History  
Evaluate the impact of 

developments in the wider world 

on British society. 

 

Historical Skills 
Understand concepts of continuity, 
change, cause, consequence, 
significance, similarity and 
difference. 
 
GPVS (English) 
Use new vocabulary in work. 
 

Health & The People c.1000 to the 

Present Day 

 

British History  
Evaluate the impact of ideas on 
society.   
 
Historical Skills 
Make Frame valid historical questions 
and make valid historical claims.    
 
Comprehension (English) 
Draw inference from challenging 
texts. 
 

Exam revision:  Paper 1 and 2 
practice   

 

Writing GPVS 
Understand how to ensure that 
the correct GPVS is used when 
producing extended pieces of 
writing. 
 
Writing - Composition 
Ensure that knowledge of 

audience and purpose for writing 

is secure and is linked closely to 

the exam question or task. 

 

 
 

External exams 
 
N/A 



 


