
 

 

St. Dominic’s School KS2 – KS4 Subject Overview: Expressive Arts  

Curriculum Intent: The teaching of Expressive Arts at St. Dominic’s School aims to ensure that pupils and students of all abilities and SEN are equipped with the fundamental skills of performance studies, employability, group 

working, public speaking and creative thinking to support them to function as independently as possible as citizens of this world. We also aim to ensure that pupils and students have developed functional independence, ready for 

their next destinations and later employability. Expressive Arts also provides pupils with a range of opportunities to practise social skills and practise interactions in a safe environment. 

 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Core Values  Myself My Context The Wider World 

I Am Me I Matter I Am Unique I Belong I Am Safe I Am Prepared 

Skills for 
Independence  

Self-Care Functional Motor Sensory Modulation Independent Living Personal Safety and Welfare Organisation and 
Preparation for Work 

Skills for Learning  Self-Managers Independent Enquirers Reflective Learners Team Workers Effective Participators Creative Thinkers 

Skills for 
Communication  

Attention & Listening Understanding Narrative Skills Vocabulary Relationships Play and Social Interaction 

Skills for Self- 
Development  

Positive Attitudes Emotional Resilience Ambitious Goals Leadership and presentation of 
self 

Staying Safe Decision making and 
planning for the future 

Skill for Enrichment  Spirituality Morality Social Understanding Citizenship Cultural Understanding World of Work 

Number Y8-11 Number Algebra Reasoning, Multiplication and 
Division 

Proportions and Proportional 
Change 

Geometry Data Handling 

Year 7 
Carousel 
*different classes of 
pupils are taught on 
rotation. 

Improvisation 
 
Pupils look at the meaning of the 
term improvisation and use 
games to work on basic 
improvisation skills.  
 
Pupils to complete improvised 
works based on traditional or 
well-known stories.  

Improvisation 
 
Pupils look at the meaning of the 
term improvisation and use 
games to work on basic 
improvisation skills. 
 
Pupils to complete improvised 
works based on traditional or 
well-known stories. 

Improvisation 
 
Pupils look at the meaning of the 
term improvisation and use games 
to work on basic improvisation 
skills. 
 
Pupils to complete improvised 
works based on traditional or well-
known stories. 

Improvisation 
 
Pupils look at the meaning of the 
term improvisation and use games to 
work on basic improvisation skills. 
 
Pupils to complete improvised works 
based on traditional or well-known 
stories. 

Improvisation 
 
Pupils look at the meaning of the 
term improvisation and use 
games to work on basic 
improvisation skills. 
 
Pupils to complete improvised 
works based on traditional or 
well-known stories. 

Improvisation 
 
Pupils look at the meaning of 
the term improvisation and 
use games to work on basic 
improvisation skills. 
 
Pupils to complete improvised 
works based on traditional or 
well-known stories. 

Reading Retelling 
 

Pupils will create improvisations 
using the stimulus of well know 
stories and fairy tales this will 
enable them to retell element as 
well as add new features of their 
own.  

Literal Questioning 
 

Pupils will evaluate each other’s 
improvisation using a set of 
basic questions provided by the 
teacher.  

Prediction  
 

Pupils will create improvisations 
using the stimulus of well know 
stories and fairy tales and use this 
to create their own narrative.  

Inference 
 

Pupils will watch each other’s 
improvisations and take part in 
discussions about how they think 
characters are feeling. It can then be 
discussed why they think this and 
how the characterisation could be 
improved.  

Inference 
 

Pupils will watch each other’s 
improvisations and take part in 
discussions about how they think 
characters are feeling. It can 
then be discussed why they 
think this and how the 
characterisation could be 
improved. 

Evaluation 
 

Pupils will complete self-
evaluation of their improvised 
piece they will also evaluate 
the work of others in the class. 

Writing  Combining Words, Phrases 
and Clauses 

 
Pupils will be encouraged to form 
a rich dialogue for use in their 
improvised works. 
 
 
 
 

Grammatical Terms and Word 
Classes  

 
N/a  

Standard English and Formality 
/Functions of Sentences 
 
Pupils will be encouraged to form a 
rich dialogue using standard 
English for use in their improvised 
works. 

Punctuation 
 
N/a 

Verb Forms/Tenses and 
Consistency 

 
Pupils will need to ensure that 
the correct tense is used 
throughout their improvised 
works.  

Vocabulary 
 
Pupils will be encouraged to 
form a rich dialogue for use in 
their improvised works which 
should include extended 
vocabulary.  

Number  Number and Place Value 
 
N/a 

Addition and Subtraction 
 

Pupils will look at the idea of 
adding to their initial concepts 

and the effect this could have on 
a final piece.  

Multiplication and Division 
 

N/a 

Fractions, Decimals and 
Percentages 

 
N/a 

Shape, Space and Measures 
 
Pupils will look at different 
shapes that could be used in the 
staging of their improvised work.  

Data Handling 
 

Pupils will complete a short 
survey to help decide which 
traditional tale to base their 
improvised piece on. They will 
then analyse the results.  



  

Year 8 
Carousel  
*different classes of 
pupils are taught on 
rotation. 

Comedy  
 
Study different types of comedy. 
These include slapstick, satire, 
stand up and parody.  
 
Pupils will play drama games to 
explore the different areas of 
comedy and then attempt to write 
their own short comedy sketches.  

Comedy 
 

Study different types of comedy. 
These include slapstick, satire, 
stand up and parody. 
 
Pupils will play drama games to 
explore the different areas of 
comedy and then attempt to 
write their own short comedy 
sketches. 

Comedy 
 

Study different types of comedy. 
These include slapstick, satire, 
stand up and parody. 
 
Pupils will play drama games to 
explore the different areas of 
comedy and then attempt to write 
their own short comedy sketches. 

Comedy 
 

Study different types of comedy. 
These include slapstick, satire, stand 
up and parody. 
 
Pupils will play drama games to 
explore the different areas of comedy 
and then attempt to write their own 
short comedy sketches. 

Comedy 

 

Study different types of comedy. 

These include slapstick, satire, 

stand up and parody. 

 

Pupils will play drama games to 

explore the different areas of 

comedy and then attempt to 

write their own short comedy 

sketches. 

Comedy 
 

Study different types of 
comedy. These include 
slapstick, satire, stand up and 
parody. 
 
Pupils will play drama games 
to explore the different areas 
of comedy and then attempt to 
write their own short comedy 
sketches. 

Reading  Sentences and Clauses 
 

Pupils will use be supported to 
use a variety of sentences and 

the correct clauses when writing 
their own sketches. 

Narrate and Describe 
 

Pupils will need to ensure when 
creating their comedies that the 

plot is clearly described 
throughout their sketch. 

Extend 
 

Pupils we be encouraged to extend 
their original sketches by utilising 

feedback from their audience. 

Possession and Speech 
 

Pupils will be expected to look at how 
speech can impact comedy. This will 

include looking at intonation a 
volume. 

Cohesion, Organisation and 
Presentation 

 
Pupils will be expected to 

organise their own rehearsals 
and presenting their work to an 

audience. 

Punctuation 
 

Punctuation will be checked 
across any scripts or written 

work that supports pupils 
sketches. 

Writing  Plan and organise 
 

Pupils will be expected to 
organise and plan their own 
rehearsals and their final 
sketches.  

 
 

Narrate and describe  
 

Pupils will need to ensure when 
creating their comedies that the 
plot is clearly described 
throughout their sketch. 

Standard English and Formality 
/Functions of Sentences 

 
Pupils will be encouraged to form a 
rich dialogue using standard 
English for use in their sketches. 
Any slang used will have to be 
evidenced that it adds to the 
comedic value.  

Summarise 
 
During the planning stage, pupils will 
need to summarise their original 
ideas and concepts before presenting 
them to the group.  

Adapt 
 
Games will be played where 
pupils have to adapt to real life 
situations to include comedy. 
Examples could include a news 
report or a job interview.  

Edit and revise  
 

Pupils will give feedback to 
their peers for their comedy 
sketches. This feedback 
should be used to edit and 
revise final sketches.  

Number  Number 
 

N/a 

Algebra 
 

N/a 

Reasoning, Multiplication and 
Division 
 

N/a 

Proportions and Proportional 
Change 

 
Pupils can look at how where they 
stand on the stage affect their 
proportion for the audience and how 
this is affected by distance.  

Geometry 
 
N/a 

Data Handling 
 
Pupils will complete a short 
survey to understand what 
types of comedy are most 
popular. They will then 
analyse the results. 



 

  

Year 9 Props and special effects 
 

Pupils will look at the different 
props and special effects and 
how these are used in theatre 
and film. They will then design 
their own props and take part on 
workshops including stage make-
up and stage combat.  

Hillsborough 

 
Pupils will look at the 
Hillsborough disaster and how 
he could have been prevented. 
Pupils will use this as a stimulus 
to create a short dramatic piece 
based on the effect this had on 
the families of the victims.  

Script Work 

 
Pupils will look at learning a 
performing a short piece or scene 
using a script. The Harry Potter 
movie script or murder mystery 
scripts could be used.  
 
This will include using stage 
directions and staging a dramatic 
work using a script. Pupils could 
also write their own scripts.  

St Dominic’s News Round  
 

Pupils will look at different types of 
news broadcasts and adverts. They 
can use improvisation to explore the 
different recurring themes and 
elements. 
 
Pupils will then put together their own 
Newsround, newspaper or radio 
broadcast based on current events 
and school life.  

Improvisation 

 

Pupils look at the meaning of the 
term improvisation and use 
games to work on developing 
improvisation skills.  
 
Pupils to create their own 

improvised works based on a 

current affairs story. Pupils to 

also practise live improvisations 

skills.  

Divinising 
 

Pupils will devise their own 
piece based on an existing 
Shakespearian work. They will 
need to modernise the piece 
and plan and devise their own 
version that would be relevant 
and relatable for the modern 
day.  
 
Pupils could also complete a 
Shakespeare in 5 minutes 
challenge where they have to 
attempt to perform a 
summarised Shakespeare 
play in 5 minutes.  
 

Reading  Sentences and Clauses 
 

Pupils will be asked to write a 
review on the special effects 
used in a film they enjoy. Pupil 
will be expected to use full 
sentences and correct clauses.  

Narrate and describe 
 
Pupils will need to ensure when 
creating their pieces that the plot 
is clearly described and 
conveyed sensitively throughout. 

Extend 
 

Pupils script should include rich 
and extended dialogue. If scripts 
are not created pupils could be 
asked how they would extend the 
current script that they are working 
on. 

Possession and Speech 
 
Pupils to consider the difference 
between formal and informal speech 
and which is appropriate for a news 
report. 

Cohesion, Organisation and 
Presentation 

 
Pupils will be expected to 
organise their own rehearsals 
and presenting their work to an 
audience. 

Punctuation 
 

N/a 

Writing Plan and Organise 
 
Pupils will be asked to write a 
review of the special effects used 
in a film they enjoy. They will 
have to plan and organise their 
own work. 
 
 

Narrate and Describe 
 
Pupils will need to ensure when 
creating their pieces that the plot 
is clearly described and 
conveyed sensitively throughout. 
 

Standard English and Formality 
/Functions of Sentences 

 
Pupils will be supported to use 
standard English correctly in their 
scripts. Any errors will be 
highlighted and corrected in line 
with the school Literacy marking.  

Summarise 
 
For their News reports pupils will 
need to summarise longer news 
stories into short bulletins.  

Adapt 
 
Games will be played were 
pupils have to adapt their own 
improvisation skills. Adaptability 
will be shown during live 
improvisation activities.   

Edit and Revise  
 

Pupils will give feedback to 
their peers for their devised 
pieces. Pupils will also film 
their own works and identify 
areas for improvement. This 
feedback should be used to 
edit and revise final works. 

Number  Number 
 

N/a 

Algebra 
 

N/a 

Reasoning, Multiplication and 
Division 

 
N/a 

Proportions and Proportional 
Change 

 
Pupils can look at how where they 
place a camera will affect the 
proportion for the audience and how 
this is changed depending on the 
distance 

Geometry 
 

N/a 

Data Handling 
 

Pupils will complete a short 
survey to understand which 
Shakespeare play is most 
well-known. They will then 
analyse the results and look 
for trends across different age 
groups.  



 

Year 11 Unit 1:Preparing Performing 
Arts Work 
 
Pupils will work towards the 
following criteria: 
 

The learner will: 

-Know the stages involved in 
the preparation of performing 
arts work 

-Identify the stages in the 
preparation of performing arts 
work 

-Be able to explore ideas for 
performing arts work 

-Explore ideas for performing 
arts work 

-Develop appropriate ideas 

-Be able to carry out a role in 
the preparation of performing 
arts work 

 

Unit 1:Preparing 
Performing Arts Work 
 
Pupils will work towards 
the following criteria: 

 

The learner will: 

-Work collaboratively with 
others to allocate roles within 
group 

-Identify   responsibilities  of 
individual  role 

-Carry out role using 
appropriate skills 

-Be able to demonstrate 
employability skills when 
preparing performing arts 
work 

-Be reliable in the preparation 
of work 

-Show a positive attitude in 
the preparation of work 

-Be respectful of others in the 
preparation of work 
 

Unit 2: Develop Performance 

Skills 

 
Pupils will work towards the 
following criteria: 

 

The learner will:  
 
- Understand the importance of 

practise in developing 
performance skills  
- Outline the purpose of practise 
routines  
-Identify practise routines to 
develop specific skills 
-Be able to develop 
performance skills  
-Identify the types of skills that 
are required in a chosen art 
form  
-Identify own strengths and 
weaknesses  
-Demonstrate how to develop 
and improve own performance 

 

Unit 3: Presenting a Performing 

Arts Work  

 

Pupils will work towards the 
following criteria: 

 

The learner will:  
 
-Be able to show their reliability 
through the feedback process using 
evidence from peers and Tutors.  
-Be able to take part in discussions 
relating to the presentation of work 
including opportunities to discuss and 
comment on the work of others. 
These discussions must be recorded 
either by writing, audio or video.  
 

Unit 5 – Working in the 
Performing Arts  
 
Pupils will work towards 
the following criteria: 
 
The learner will:  
 
-Know what skills and training 
are required for jobs in 
performing arts  
-Describe the skills and training 
needed for a specific 
performance role  
-Describe the skills and training 
needed for a specific non-
performance role  
-Know what opportunities there 
are for progression in performing 
arts  
-Identify job opportunities in 
performing arts  
-Describe progression 
opportunities in studying 
performing arts   
-Know own skills and qualities 
relevant to performing arts  
-List own skills and qualities 
relevant to performing arts roles  
-Select a job role of interest and 
compare own skills and qualities 
with those required for the role  
-Produce a CV 
 

External exams 
N/A 

Reading Sentences and Clauses 
 

Pupils will have to read and 
research ideas for their own 
performing arts work. They will 
also need to understand the 
different roles necessary for the 
preparation of a performing arts 
work,  

Narrate and Describe 
 

Pupils will need to create a 
narrative for their piece. They 
will also need to show 
description skills for 
communicating professionally 
with others in the group.  

Extend 
 

Pupils will be expected to develop 
and extend their performance skills 
throughout rehearsals.  

Possession and Speech 
 

Pupils will have to speak loudly and 
clearly using the correct tone and 
intonation when presenting their 
performing arts work.  

Cohesion, Organisation and 
Presentation 

 
Pupils will need to understand 
how to organise themselves to 
work in the performing arts. This 
would include presenting their 
own skills in a CV and 
understanding which job roles 
may be appropriate for them.  

External exams 
 
N/A 

Writing  Plan and Organise 
 

Pupils will need to plan and 
organise their own rehearsal 

schedule.  

Narrate and Describe 
 

Pupils will need to understand 
their role in the group and be 

able to discuss the role and its 
responsibilities.  

Standard English and Formality 
/Functions of Sentences 

 
Pupils will need to use standard 

English when communicating with 
the group to develop their 

performing arts work.   
 

Summarise 
 
At the end of the performance, pupils 
will need to summarise WWW and 
EBI from their final performance by 
reviewing a video. . 

Adapt 
 

Pupils will look at how their 
existing skills and interests could 
be adapted for a job in the 
performing arts industry.  

External exams 
 
N/A 

Number Number 
 

The amount of hours needed for 
rehearsal will need to be worked 
out and discussed by the group.  
 

Algebra 
 

N/a 

Reasoning, Multiplication and 
Division 

 
N/a 

Proportions and Proportional 
Change 

 
N/a 

Geometry 
 

N/a 

External exams 
 
N/A 


