
St. Dominic’s School KS2 – KS4 Subject Overview: Art 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Core Values  Myself My Context The Wider World 

I Am Me I Matter I Am Unique I Belong I Am Safe I Am Prepared 

FBV Focus Individual Liberty 
Democracy 

Mutual respect and tolerance 
Democracy 

Rule of law 
Democracy 

Skills for 
Independence  

Self-Care Functional Motor Sensory Modulation Independent Living Personal Safety and Welfare Organisation and Preparation for 
Work 

Skills for 
Learning  

Self-Managers Independent Enquirers Reflective Learners Team Workers Effective Participators Creative Thinkers 

Skills for 
Communication  

Attention & Listening Understanding Narrative Skills Vocabulary Relationships Play and Social Interaction 

Skills for Self- 
Development  

Positive Attitudes Emotional Resilience Ambitious Goals Leadership and presentation of 
self 

Staying Safe Decision making and planning 
for the future 

Skill for 
Enrichment  

Spirituality Morality Social Understanding Citizenship Cultural Understanding World of Work 

Year 7 Monet – Colour and Light 7:1 
 
Looking at Monet, his life story and 
influences. Learning about colour 
mixing and the way that the 
Impressionists use the optical 
blending painting technique.  
Working in a variety of media 
including: paint, clay, photography 
and collage. 
 
What influences you and makes 
you, you? 

Monet – Colour and Light 7:2 
 
Looking at Monet, his life story and 
influences. Learning about colour 
mixing and the way that the 
Impressionists use the optical 
blending painting technique.  
Working in a variety of media 
including: paint, clay,photography 
and collage. 
 
What influences you and why do 
you matter? 

Monet – Colour and Light 7:3 
 
Looking at Monet, his life story and 
influences. Learning about colour 
mixing and the way that the 
Impressionists use the optical 
blending painting technique.  
Working in a variety of media 
including: paint, clay, photography 
and collage. 
 
What influences you and why are 
you unique? 

Nature and Habitats 7:1 
 
We will start buy looking at 
illustrations from ‘The Lost Words’ 
(Robert McFarlane and Jackie 
Morris). Pupils will choose an 
illustration and poem as a starting 
point. They will look at rare species 
that are becoming extinct in nature 
and man’s impact on the planet. 
Pupils will work with a variety of 3D 
materials to create outcomes, 
including plaster impressions, 
objects collected from nature and 
recycled waste to make animals 
and backgrounds. Final outcomes 
may include the poems and be 
constructed in a frame as Joseph 
Cornell’s assemblage boxes. 

Nature and Habitats 7:2 
 
We will start buy looking at 

illustrations from ‘The Lost Words’ 

(Robert McFarlane and Jackie 

Morris). Pupils will choose an 

illustration and poem as a starting 

point. They will look at rare species 

that are becoming extinct in nature 

and mans impact on the planet. 

Pupils will work with a variety of 3D 

materials to create outcomes, 

including plaster impressions, 

objects collected from nature and 

recycled waste to make animals 

and backgrounds. Final outcomes 

may include the poems and be 

constructed in a frame as Joseph 

Cornell’s assemblage boxes. 

Nature and Habitats 7:3 
 
We will start buy looking at 
illustrations from ‘The Lost Words’ 
(Robert McFarlane and Jackie 
Morris). Pupils will choose an 
illustration and poem as a starting 
point. They will look at rare species 
that are becoming extinct in nature 
and mans impact on the planet. 
Pupils will work with a variety of 3D 
materials to create outcomes, 
including plaster impressions, 
objects collected from nature and 
recycled waste to make animals 
and backgrounds. Final outcomes 
may include the poems and be 
constructed in a frame as Joseph 
Cornell’s assemblage boxes. 

Reading Pupils predict the mood of 
paintings that the Impressionists 
produced matching the descriptions 
and titles to the work. 

Pupils predict the mood of 
paintings that the Impressionists 
produced matching the descriptions 
and titles to the work. 

Pupils predict the mood of paintings 
that the Impressionists produced 
matching the descriptions and titles 
to the work. 

Pupils will read the poems and look 
at the meanings of keywords and 
phrases to deepen their 
understanding.  

Pupils will read the poems and look 
at the meanings of keywords and 
phrases to deepen their 
understanding. 

Pupils will read the poems and look 
at the meanings of keywords and 
phrases to deepen their 
understanding. 

Writing Pupils describe the work of Monet, 
using adjectives and adverbs 
around mood, light and colours 
used. Keywords and paragraphs of 
prose will be provided. 

Pupils describe the work of Monet, 
using adjectives and adverbs 
around mood, light and colours 
used. Keywords and paragraphs of 
prose will be provided. 

Pupils describe the work of Monet, 
using adjectives and adverbs 
around mood, light and colours 
used. Keywords and paragraphs of 
prose will be provided. 

Pupils will write out their poem 
using commas, apostrophes and 
correct grammar. 
 

Pupils will write out their poem 
using commas, apostrophes and 
correct grammar. 
 

Pupils will write out their poem 
using commas, apostrophes and 
correct grammar. 
 

Number Drawing out the colour wheel. 360 
degrees of a circle divided by 12 
using a protractor and a ruler. 

Drawing out the colour wheel. 360 
degrees of a circle divided by 12 
using a protractor and a ruler. 

Drawing out the colour wheel. 360 
degrees of a circle divided by 12 
using a protractor and a ruler. 

Pupils will look at composition and 
grids when planning their 
assemblage box using 
multiplication and division. 

Pupils will look at composition and 
grids when planning their 
assemblage box using 
multiplication and division. 

Pupils will look at composition and 
grids when planning their 
assemblage box using 
multiplication and division. 



Year 8 Henri Rousseau – Storytelling 
8:1 

 
Looking at Rousseau, his paintings 
and how he composed these from 
his imagination. Learning about 
foreground, background, scale and 
composition pupils work form their 
imagination to recreate their own 
jungle scene.  Working in a variety 
of media including: paint,  
clay, photography and collage. 
 
If you were to compose a scene 
of you, what would be in it? 

Henri Rousseau – Storytelling 
8:2 

 
Looking at Rousseau, his paintings 
and how he composed these from 
his imagination. Learning about 
foreground, background, scale and 
composition pupils work form their 
imagination to recreate their own 
jungle scene.  Working in a variety 
of media including: paint,  
clay, photography and collage. 
 
If you were to compose a scene 
of you, what would be in it? 

Henri Rousseau – Storytelling 
8:3 

 
Looking at Rousseau, his paintings 
and how he composed these from 
his imagination. Learning about 
foreground, background, scale and 
composition pupils work form their 
imagination to recreate their own 
jungle scene.  Working in a variety 
of media including: paint,  
clay, photography and collage. 
 
If you were to compose a scene 
of you, what would be in it? 

Art Nouveau – My Environment 
8:1 

 
Looking at how Art Nouveau and 
Gaudi were inspired by nature 
students will start this project 
thinking about what would happen 
if nature took over the school, 
drawing their responses on top of 
illustrations and photographs. They 
will then go on to look at mark-
making and how this can be used 
to create pattern. Working digitally, 
they will produce a motif that will 
then be reflected, rotated or 
repeated and go on to produce a 
nature inspired clay tile. 

Art Nouveau – My Environment 
8:2 

 

Looking at how Art Nouveau artists 
and Gaudi were inspired by nature 
students will start this project 
thinking about what would happen 
if nature took over the school, 
drawing their responses on top of 
illustrations and photographs. They 
will then go on to look at mark-
making and how this can be used 
to create pattern. Working digitally, 
they will produce a motif that will 
then be reflected, rotated or 
repeated and go on to produce a 
nature inspired clay tile. 

Art Nouveau – My Environment 
8:3 

 
Looking at how Art Nouveau artists 
and Gaudiwere inspired by nature 
students will start this project 
thinking about what would happen 
if nature took over the school, 
drawing their responses on top of 
illustrations and photographs. They 
will then go on to look at mark-
making and how this can be used 
to create pattern. Working digitally, 
they will produce a motif that will 
then be reflected, rotated or 
repeated and go on to produce a 
nature inspired clay tile. 

Reading Pupils think about and predict the 
mood of Rousseau’s paintings and 
what might happen next in the 
scene. Matching artwork 
descriptions and titles to the work.  

Pupils think about and predict the 
mood of Rousseau’s paintings and 
what might happen next in the 
scene. Matching artwork 
descriptions and titles to the work.  

Pupils think about and predict the 
mood of Rousseau’s paintings and 
what might happen next in the 
scene. Matching artwork 
descriptions and titles to the work.  

Reading about the work of Gaudi 
and prose from that time. 

Reading about the work of Gaudi 
and prose from that time. 

Reading about the work of Gaudi 
and prose from that time. 

Writing Pupils describe the work of 
Rousseau, using adjectives and 
adverbs around mood, and 
composition. Keywords and 
paragraphs of prose will be 
provided to all pupils. 

Pupils describe the work of 
Rousseau, using adjectives and 
adverbs around mood, and 
composition. Keywords and 
paragraphs of prose will be 
provided to all pupils. 

Pupils describe the work of 
Rousseau, using adjectives and 
adverbs around mood, and 
composition. Keywords and 
paragraphs of prose will be 
provided to all pupils. 

Describing the work of Gaudi and 
artists from that time. Giving 
opinions and writing about ideas.  

Describing the work of Gaudi and 
artists from that time. Giving 
opinions and writing about ideas.  

Describing the work of Gaudi and 
artists from that time. Giving 
opinions and writing about ideas.  

Number The use of scale, foreground and 
background to create a scene. 
More accurate composition could 
be looked at scaling up or scaling 
down using multiplication and 
division. 

The use of scale, foreground and 
background to create a scene. 
More accurate composition could 
be looked at scaling up or scaling 
down using multiplication and 
division. 

The use of scale, foreground and 
background to create a scene. 
More accurate composition could 
be looked at scaling up or scaling 
down using multiplication and 
division. 

Look at symmetry and pattern in 
Art Deco and Art Nouveau. 
Repeating, reflecting and working 
with geometrical forms. 

Look at symmetry and pattern in 
Art Deco and Art Nouveau. 
Repeating, reflecting and working 
with geometrical forms. 

Look at symmetry and pattern in Art 
Deco and Art Nouveau. Repeating, 
reflecting and working with 
geometrical forms. 

Year 9 Identity – I am Me 
 

Pupils will start this term looking at 
themselves and their interests to 
create a personal portrait. They will 
then look at the work of a variety of 
portrait artists, and at different 
techniques for making an outcome, 
including collage, pencil, digital and 
print. The last part of the project will 
allow the opportunity for pupils to 
continue to develop their work in 
Photoshop or go back to their 
interests as a source of inspiration. 

Surreal Faces 
 
Looking at the work of Charlotte 
Caron, Paul Biddle and Kevin 
Corrado pupils will work in collage 
to produce a surreal face as a 
starting point to their work. They 
will go on to collect materials and 
plan their ideas using animal 
features and other textural 
elements. 
 
Extension for more able students 
will include developing their work in 
digitally in photography, or 
Photoshop. 
 
 

Character, Scene and Movement 
 
First looking at Romanticism and the work of Goya, Blake and Turner, their 
paintings and how they created a sense of drama, glorifying events and 
characters. (Who do you idolise? What unique characteristics do you 
possess that could be used in a heroic character?) Pupils will learn 
about figure, composition and perspective and will design their own 
dramatic scene.  Working in a variety of media including: pencil, paint, 
clay, photography and collage, digital imaging and animation. 
 
In the second part of the term we will look at figure in more detail and 
pupils will use their own silhouette as a starting point. They will then have 
the option of taking this further into clay sculpture, animation or digital 
imaging. Pupils will look at cultural references and behaviour’s and 
festivals in other cultures and compare them to their own discussing 
body language. Movement artists to look at: Matisse, Keith Haring. 

Festival Masks 
 

Developing on from the introduction 
to festivals pupils will think about 
ideas for their own festival mask. 
Planning designs through drawing 
and realising intentions in papier 
mache, card, paint and collage. 

Me as an artist 
 

A chance for pupils to work more 
personally and independently on 
areas of interest preparing for work 
GCSE. Pupils may want to go back 
and re-visit so of the earlier work 
and develop ideas on from this. All 
pupils will work in chosen materials. 
 
 

Reading Reading about the work of 
Rembrandt, Andy Warhol, Picasso 
and Matisse.  

Reading about the work of 
Corrado, Caron and Biddle. 

Pupils will be provided with extracts of narrative about the artwork they are 
studying providing opportunities for reading and deeper knowledge and 

Reading about festivals and rituals 
that occur in other cultures: Day of 

Researching artists 



understanding. They will also look at festivals and traditions in other cultures 
and to deepen their knowledge of movement. 

the Dead, Indian Culture and 
African culture. 

Writing Describing the work of these 
artists, and writing about ideas.  

Describing the work of these 
artists, and writing about ideas.  

Pupils think about the messages being portrayed in the artwork, the mood 
and how the artist has used composition to create a sense of drama. Using 
keywords and adjectives describe the artwork in your own words. 

Describing the festivals, and writing 
about ideas.  

Describing the work of these artists, 
and writing about ideas.  

Number Proportions of the face in portrait 
drawing. Dividing up the face into 
thirds, fifths and halves. 

Proportions of the face in portrait 
drawing. Dividing up the face into 
thirds, fifths and halves. 

Composition of the pictures will be looked at and the rule of thirds and 
perspective for landscape painting. Opportunities for looking at scale when 
creating compositions, using multiplication when scaling up and division 
when reducing the size. Each pupil will produce their own Romantic Scene 
so will need to use these methods when constructing this. 

Proportions of the face in portrait 
drawing. Dividing up the face into 
thirds, fifths and halves. 

Composition, Scale, Grid, 
Perspective, Shape, Form, Pattern. 

Year 10 
(Art/Photograph
y) 

Component 1: Selection of other 

work 

AO2- Techniques and Materials 

 

Pupils will start the course with an 

introduction to Art and through a 

series of workshop style activities 

will explore different staring points. 

 
 
 

 

Component 1: Selection of other 

work 

AO1- Development of ideas from 

other sources 

AO3- Written and visual 

recording to explain ideas in 

sketchbook 

 

In the second half of the term 

pupils will develop their ideas from 

their own chosen starting points. 

Choosing from one of the 

processes they experienced in the 

first half term. Work will be 

consolidated, written up and 

recorded in sketchbooks. 

Component 1: Sustained Project 

AO1- Development of ideas from 

contextual sources 

AO2- Techniques and Materials 

 

Pupils reflect on their work from the 

Autumn term against the GCSE 

assessment criteria to decide on 

areas of focus for this term. They 

will then begin to research artists 

and ideas to contextualise their 

thinking. 

 

Component 1: Sustained Project 

AO2- Techniques and Materials 

AO3- Written and visual 

recording to explain ideas in 

sketchbook 

 

Take ideas forward into outcomes 

in chosen media, writing up 

processes and recording thoughts. 

Pupils will be encouraged to work 

diversely and be experimental both 

in their approach to media and with 

their ideas.  

Component 1: Sustained Project 

AO3- Written and visual recording to explain ideas in sketchbook 

AO4- Final Outcome 

 
This term, pupils will be encouraged to develop a more sustained piece of 
work inspired by a combination of their more successful pieces of work. 
Outcomes should draw upon more than one idea and have evolved from 
the workings in the Spring term. Work should be personal and reflect the 
student’s interests and skill. Diversity and variety should be encouraged. 
 

Reading Learning the definitions of key 
terminology and techniques 

Research into starting points for 
contextual reference. Extracting 
important information from other 
sources. 

Using GCSE assessment 
objectives to analyse development 
of art practice and predicting 
outcomes. 

Reading about artist’s work, ideas 
and concepts. Extracting key 
information with regard to 
inspirations and influences.  

Pupils continue to research the 
work of other artists reading about 
and extracting ideas and concepts. 

Pupils continue to research the 
work of other artists reading about 
and extracting ideas and concepts. 

Writing Describing processes and 
learnings using adjectives and 
verbs. Sentence construction. 

Annotation of portfolios. Using 
keywords and terminology to be 
able to express themselves using 
specialist art vocabulary. 

Pupils will be provided with extracts of narrative about the artwork they are 
studying providing opportunities for attention to Adjectives/ Adverbs and 
Grammar. They will be encouraged to write about the work in their own 
words, describing it and giving their opinion. Pupils will plan their ideas in 
written and visual format writing statements to explain intentions. More-
able pupils will make links to key concepts and provide written annotation 
and description of processes and techniques. 

Written annotation to explain how 
ideas have evolved and influences. 
Responses to WWW, EBI and INT 
to reflect on progress. Written 
description of techniques and 
processes. 

Written annotation to explain how 
ideas have evolved and influences. 
Responses to WWW, EBI and INT 
to reflect on progress. Written 
description of techniques and 
processes. 

Number Page Layout, composition, grids 
and rules. 

Page Layout, composition, grids 
and rules. 

AO2: Scale, pattern and perspective. layering. 
AO3: Page Layout, composition, grids and rules, 

AO2: Scale, pattern and 
perspective. layering. 
AO3: Page Layout, composition, 
grids and rules, 

 
AO3: Page Layout, composition, 
grids and rules, 

Year 11 (Art/ 
Photography) 

Component 1: Sustained Project 

AO3- Written and visual recording to explain ideas in sketchbook 

AO4- Final Outcome 

 
This term, pupils will work towards making final outcomes for their 
Sustained project – this could be in 3D materials such as clay, animation, 
film or installation. They will record progress in books and evaluate final 
outcomes. All coursework must be written up and completed by Christmas 
for pupils to start Component 2 in the Spring term. It is encouraged that 
pupils take their books home at weekend for extra support with this. 

Component 2: Externally set assignment and 10 hour exam 
 

In January, pupils will be given their exam paper and they will choose their question and starting point. The 
externally set assignment covers all of the same 4 assessment criteria and is 40% of the final mark. During the 
Spring term, pupils will start work on this researching artists and creating their own ideas. The component will 
culminate in a 10-hour exam in which all work and final pieces must be completed and recorded to show 
progression and development. 

 

Reading Pupils continue to research the work of other artists reading about and 
extracting ideas and concepts. 

Artist, historical and contextual 
information 

Artist, historical and contextual 
information 

  



 

 

 

 

 

Writing Written annotation to explain how ideas have evolved and influences. 
Responses to WWW, EBI and INT to reflect on progress. Written 
description of techniques and processes and evaluation of final pieces. 

Annotation, explanation and 
evaluation 

Annotation, explanation and 
evaluation 

  

Number AO2: Scale, pattern and perspective. layering. 
AO3: Page Layout, composition, grids and rules, 

AO3: Page Layout, composition, 
grids and rules, 

AO2: Scale, pattern and 
perspective. layering. 
 

  


