
 
 

 

5 March 2021 
 
TO ALL FAMILIES 
 
 
Dear Families 
 
As we approach the end of a challenging few weeks of home learning, we wanted to say a heartfelt thank you 
for all the support you have given to both your child and to us.  We know you have all been under tremendous 
pressure supporting with home-learning while continuing with your own commitments. We'd like to thank you 
all for your patience and understanding whilst we tried to manage both in-school and home-learning.  Your 
support, feedback and kind words have helped us through some difficult weeks. 
 
In order to ease the transition back to school life and assist with the changes that will take place for those who 
have been on site during this third national lockdown, we have updated our FAQ on how the school is 
operating from Monday 8th March: 

 
How has the school prepared for pupils and students’ attendance? 
We have updated risk assessments, rooming, staffing, specific signed pedestrian routes, one-way routes, 
access to buildings, break and lunch arrangements and the timetabling of the school day to keep everyone 
safe. 
 
Will my child be tested for Covid -19 on return? 
Pupils and students in Year 7 and above who have consented to being tested will be tested on the day of their 
return and then on a further two occasions 3 -5 days apart.  If you would like your child to be tested and have 
not returned the consent form, please ensure you do so before Monday 8th March. 
 
Will I need to test my child at home? 
Pupils and students in Year 7 and above will receive 3 tests in school if they are returning on Monday 8th March 
before transitioning to twice weekly home testing.  Pupils in Years 3-6 will not be regularly asymptomatically 
tested due to low levels of transmission between younger aged children but will continue to need to seek a 
test if they are symptomatic.  We will be in contact next week (when we have received further guidance) to let 
you know how you will receive testing kits and will be providing instructional materials and a remote drop in 
session for families who would like further advice or support.  We recognise that some pupils and students will 
not be able to access home testing due to their sensory needs.  
 

Can my family be tested? 
The government has confirmed twice-weekly testing using rapid lateral flow tests will be given for free to all 
families and households with primary, secondary school and college aged children and young people, including 
childcare and support bubbles, to help find more COVID-19 cases and break chains of transmission.  However, 
school will not be provided with enough testing kits to give to families or households for use.  The Department 
for Education have advised that families should access tests via their own employers if they offer staff testing, 
by attending a local test site, by collecting testing kits from a local site or by ordering them online.  
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What should my child wear? 
All pupils will be expected to attend in school uniform, except for on the day they have PE or Forest School, 
when they are required to attend in their school PE kit.  All pupils will have two lessons of PE per week 
indicated on their timetable.  As per the previous school arrangement, pupils are allowed to attend in their 
own clothes on Fridays, though please note, if your child has PE on Fridays, they should wear trainers and 
suitable clothing. 
 
What else should my child bring with them? 
Please send your child with coats and hats as appropriate and apply high SPF to your child in the morning as 
required.  Your child can bring in a bag to carry essential items such as drink bottle and lunch only.  We wrote 
to you separately to advise that electronic devices are permitted in taxis and we have made safe arrangements 
for pupils to hand them in on arrival. 
 
Do I need to do anything about transport? 
If your child is returning to school, you must ensure you have contacted your transport provider.  The school 
has advised all taxi companies that all pupils and students will be returning to the 3:20pm finish Monday to 
Thursday and 2:20pm finish on Fridays.  
 
What timetable will my child be following? 
Your child will be following their full timetable.  Upper School will be based in their teaching groups and staff 
will move around the site to deliver their learning in the mornings.  Years 10 and 11 will access their options 
subjects in specialist teaching spaces around the site in the afternoons.  Lower School pupils will be following 
their usual timetables, with changes for some classes since December, which will have already been shared 
with you.  
 
What will happen at the beginning of the day? 
Pupils will continue to wait in their taxi/family car and will be called out by staff.  Lower School pupils will be 
escorted into the tennis court by their staff and taken to their area using their specified route.  Pupils and 
students in Upper School will come into school and follow their signposted route to their classroom, supported 
by staff where necessary. 
 
How will learning in the classroom be organised? 
Pupils and students will be able to maintain social distancing of 1 metre + in lessons.  To support with this in 
smaller learning spaces, smaller individual desks have been provided to ensure all pupils and students can 
have their own workstation.  
 
Lower School pupils will be in class bubbles.  Staff have also been arranged in class bubbles and year groups. 
All pupils will have one teacher and allocated support staff, which will depend on class size and need.  All 
classes will have input from other teachers.  Each group will have an allocated classroom base.  They will 
remain in these bubbles throughout the day when working in the classroom. 
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Pupils will be allocated a forward-facing table, chair, and tray of equipment for their own personal use and will 
be expected to sit in their allocated place.  Care will be taken to manage movement around the classroom. 
Pupils will be provided with all the equipment they need to undertake learning in the classroom.  Please do not 
send in any equipment from home.  All pupils need to bring in their own, labelled, water bottle. 
 
How will my child catch up on missed learning? 
Our current curriculum is designed to meet the needs of our learners by providing pupils and students with 
opportunities for repetition and consolidation to support retention of knowledge and skills.  We have now 
further adapted our planning to ensure that pupils and students recover, catch up and continue to make 
progress.  The work we are doing to address the negative effects of lockdown are mapped throughout the 
curriculum.  
 
Google Classroom will continue to complement live classroom learning and support pupils and students should 
they be unable to attend. 
 
How will therapies and specialist interventions be delivered? 
Following a change of structure for the school during Covid-19, we are aiming to re-establish therapeutic 
interventions as the remaining pupils and students return.  Therapists will be working across year groups and 
delivering a mix of Needs Led Curriculum (NLC) and individual intervention. 
 All pupils and students will receive Wave 1 Provision. This consists of the whole school approaches and 

training that has always been available. 
 Pupils and students will also receive Wave 2 Provision through the Needs Led Curriculum (NLC). These 

interventions are planned and overseen by the therapy team and in some cases also delivered by the 
therapy team. 

 Pupils and students who have Wave 3 interventions (specialist) outlined on their EHCP will receive a 
package of intervention throughout the year.  A qualified therapist will always plan and monitor input and 
directly deliver elements of therapy.  Where pupils and students are required to consolidate or generalise 
skills, this work will be carried out by therapy assistants or other trained staff and overseen by the 

therapist.   
This means that pupils and students are going to be receiving a range of interventions throughout the year. 
The End of Term Report will inform you of which interventions your child has received and there will continue 
to be therapeutic information included in the Annual Review reporting on a yearly basis. 
Once we have established everyone’s timetables, you will receive notification of when your child’s therapy 
sessions are via their form tutor. 
 
What are the arrangements for lunch? 
Pupils will have their dinner in the dining hall in their year group bubbles.  They will sit at class tables.  The 
dining hall is also divided with a Perspex screen so bubbles can be maintained.  Those who bring a packed 
lunch will have the option of eating in a different room.  Pupils and students will be asked to choose from the 
menu first thing in the morning and will have their lunch served to them. 
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Pupils and students will access allocated spaces for break and lunch play.  They will be encouraged to spend 
time together and play during unstructured time, but this will be monitored by staff to ensure that social 
distancing and bubbles are maintained as far as practicable.  Staff will facilitate a range of play or socialisation-
based activities that encourage development of social skills whilst encouraging social distancing and ensuring 
safety. 
 
How will the school promote hygiene measures? 
A strict and frequent handwashing procedure will be in place for all pupils, students and staff. Everyone will be 
expected to wash their hands on arrival in school and at set times throughout the school day, including when 
they have used a tissue in class.  All tissues will be put into lidded bins in classrooms that will be emptied 
regularly.  All pupils and students will be expected to follow our Social Communication Programme (SCP) 
targets for COVID, which have been sent out previously and are enclosed again for your convenience. Subject 
specialist teaching spaces will be thoroughly cleaned between lessons for different groups. 
 
What happens if I do not think my child should attend? 
The government’s expectation from March 8th is that all children attend school on a full-time basis.  We will 
therefore be returning to our usual processes and procedures for attendance recording and monitoring.  
Please contact the school if you are concerned about your child attending. 
 
What happens if my child is unwell with COVID 19 symptoms? 
If your child appears unwell, or is displaying any symptoms associated with COVID 19, please keep him/her at 
home and inform the school immediately. 
When your child is in transit to, and in school it is vital that we can contact you at all times in case they become 
unwell; please ensure that we have up to date contact details for 3 named adults who can be called upon. 
We have an isolation room in Phoenix House that a child can be taken to if they should become unwell.  This 
room has ensuite facilities and will be monitored by surgery staff.  However, the expectation is that you would 
collect/ arrange for your child to be collected from school and arrange a test as soon as possible.  We will 
actively engage with NHS test and trace. 
 
What happens if my child struggles with the safety measures in place? 
If your child struggles to follow staff direction around strict COVID 19 measures, we will contact you directly. 
 
What happens at the end of the day? 
At the end of the school day, children will wait in their tutor rooms and will be escorted to their taxis by staff. 
Please be aware, that if you transport your child into school you will be expected to remain in your car and 
there are no toilet facilities available on site for visitors. 
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We are so excited to have the children back in school!  We know that there may be some anxiety from both 
pupils and students and their families, but we are confident that the smooth transition we have planned will 
help with this. 
 
Please do get in touch if you wish to discuss any aspect of your child’s return to school. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Vicky Perry 
Vice Principal 
 
 
Enc  


