
 
 

 

26 February 2021 
 
TO ALL FAMILIES 
 
Dear Families 
 
Following the government announcement at the beginning of the week, we would like to share the headlines 
of our plans to welcome back all pupils from Monday, 8th March. 
 
It has been a challenging year and we look forward to these plans being the first step in working towards 
things returning as close as possible to normal, whilst recognising that the transition out of Covid measures 
will present some challenges for our pupils and needs to be undertaken gradually.  Our risk assessment has 
been reviewed rigorously to ensure school reopening for all is managed with safety for everyone as our main 
priority.  
 
We are thrilled that over half of our staff body has received the first dose of the Covid-19 vaccine, with many 
more booked in.  We hope that this will reassure anxious families as the single biggest change since the start of 
the pandemic in preventing cases.  From Monday 8th March, we will be returning to Phase 1 operations; as a 
reminder to families, the main changes to note are listed below.  In addition to this, we will still be 
incorporating some of the more successful strategies used during lockdown so that changes are gradual. 
 
Lower School (Years 3-8) 
Pupils will stay in their class bubbles for lessons but will move back to their usual timetable, with teachers and 
therapist moving between classes.  This will allow us to open up the full curriculum offer and reintroduce 
subject specialist teaching where this has been restricted.  Due to internal changes over the last several 
months whilst in national lockdown, there will be some minor but necessary changes to some of the class 
timetables and these will be shared with you on an individual class basis next week.  Some additional 
measures will remain in place for now to both ease the transition for pupils and to continue to mitigate the 
risk transition.  Lunch and break times will continue to be in allocated areas, whilst in wider bubbles.  Where 
additional staff have been allocated to classes to be able to relieve teachers for online teaching, we will keep 
some of these staff in place to maintain higher staff ratios in classes as an interim measure.  
 
Upper School (Years 9 - Sixth Form) 
For the return of pupils and students to Upper School to run smoothly they will be slowly phased back into 
school life:  
 Where possible, pupils and students are grouped in their usual class groups and following a modified 

timetable. 
 Where pupils and students are taught subjects which do not require specialist equipment such as English 

and Maths they will remain in their tutor room, but their usual specialist teacher will come to them. 
 Other subjects such as PE, Design Technology, Food Technology, Computing and Art will be taught in the 

specialist rooms and spaces, with a specialist teacher, and cleaned between use. 
 Staggered breaks will continue.            
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Remote Learning 
Remote learning on our platform, Google Classroom, will continue for individual pupils and students who are 
at home isolating in the event that a member of the household has symptoms, tests positive or in the event 
that they are a proximity contact of a person who tests positive.  They will continue to access all learning 
materials and activities and will be able to join live lessons alongside their class, wherever possible, through a 
timetable specified by their tutor. 
 
Therapy 
Therapy provision will also be returning to normal wherever possible.  Therapists will be delivering the 
relevant Needs Led Curriculum sessions to the classes and setting programmes for school staff to deliver. 
Where pupils and students receive individual therapeutic input, ELSA or counselling, this will be delivered in 
person by the relevant staff member.  In some cases, the timetable has needed to be altered to allow for 
staffing issues or Covid protocols.  This may mean that your child’s therapy session happens at a different time 
than it did prior to the national lockdown.  Your child’s therapist will be in contact via the tutor to let you know 
when the sessions are taking place.  
 
Covid Testing  
You may be aware that there are changes happening with testing which will put more onus on testing taking 
place at home rather than in school.  Further information will be sent out about this in due course but for now 
testing will remain on site as a twice weekly measure for staff and for secondary aged pupils on their return to 
school where consent has been given.  
 
We look forward to another successful week of blended learning and are excited to be welcoming back all 
returning pupils and students; we have missed you all!  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Vicky Perry 
Vice Principal 


