
 
 

 

5 February 2021 
 
TO ALL FAMILIES 
 
 
Dear Families 
 
We have all been working hard at school this week, adding lots of lessons to our remote offer.  We hope you 
have enjoyed some of the new content that has been on Google Classroom.  We had a very successful Options 
Afternoon for Year 9 pupils and their families about the courses they would like to study in Key Stage 4.  It was 
lovely to see so many of you there.  
 
Adverse Weather 
Snow is forecast again this weekend and throughout next week; the Met Office has issued a yellow weather 
warning for Sunday meaning there is likely disruption to travel for some.  
 
As always, we will endeavour to keep the school open as long as the site is safe to access.  Should there be any 
changes to our opening, we will let you know via Teachers2Parents via their text and email service and publish 
guidance on our website home page.  
 
The nature of the site means our biggest challenge is clearing the drive of snow and ice so that vehicles can gain 
access safely.  This means that, rather than closing the school in the event that the drive is inaccessible, we may 
need to advertise a later than usual start time.  This is to avoid the backlog of cars blocking local roads, which is 
currently exacerbated by the ongoing diversion.  
 
If it becomes necessary to have a later than usual start time, we will notify families at the earliest possible 
opportunity so that you are able to contact your transport providers and make them aware of the change or 
make alternative transport arrangements.  This weekend, we will ensure families are made aware of any 
changes to our opening by Sunday evening.  If you haven’t heard from us by 6pm, you can safely assume that 
school will be open as usual. 
 
Uniform Reminder 
There is currently an issue, amongst upper school pupils particularly, regarding school uniform.  Some pupils are 
choosing to come in wearing ‘own clothes’. There may be some confusion as own clothes were permitted in the 
first lockdown for pupils attending the school site. To clarify, own clothes are not permitted on any day of the 
week other than Fridays, when everyone can wear mufti.  
 
All pupils will be allowed to come in their own clothes next week for the last week of half term.  
 
After half term, pupils should come to school wearing their normal school uniform with the exception of the 
days when they have PE or outdoor learning on their timetable. Permitted clothing for PE is: 
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 Black jogging bottoms 

 Yellow school polo shirt 

 Black school hoodie 

 Trainers 
 
Trainers are also an issue in many year groups. School shoes are preferred, but pupils are also allowed to wear 
black trainers with black soles and laces if they are more comfortable.  Please see the attached information if 
you would like further clarity on permitted school uniform or how to make a uniform order.  
 
Please ensure your child is dressed appropriately for school.  It would be wonderful to see everyone returning to 
school from the half term break looking smart and ready to learn.  It supports everyone to feel part of the 
community and promotes high standards and respect.  Do let us know if there are any issues preventing your 
child from wearing school uniform so that we can support you.  
 
COVID-19 Update 
Surrey Local Authority have asked us to remind families that National Lockdown rules apply (National lockdown: 

Stay at Home - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)) and Surrey schools, alongside Surrey Local Authority, have a duty to keep 

their school community safe. If there are serious concerns that pupils or families are witnessed to be breaking 

these rules, there may be a duty to report this through Surrey Police. 

Free School Meal Vouchers 
Free School Meal vouchers have already been issued for the period up to 12th February 2021. 
For the half-term week, FSM vouchers will be issued via WONDE, as they were during the Christmas holiday 
period.  Following the half-term holidays we revert to the Edenred vouchers, provided centrally. 
 
Transport Update 
I just wanted to provide an update about the issue of transporting our pupils and students to / from school 
during the pandemic and lockdowns.  Many of the local authorities that we work with have been able to revise 
their transport routes to avoid pupils/students from travelling in vehicles with pupils/students from other 
bubbles.  We continue to communicate with the transport team at Surrey on a regular basis to try to address 
concerns raised by families and to reduce the issue of pupils/students crossing bubbles.  
 
In the meantime, we wanted to ensure that families are aware that, should they opt to transport their child to / 
from school at present, they are eligible to claim the costs back by emailing 
passenger.transport@surreycc.gov.uk and SEND Travel Assistance sendtravel.assistance@surreycc.gov.uk. 
 
Attendance and absence reporting 
We wanted to clarify a few points about attendance and absence reporting.  The procedure for reporting 
absence is as follows: 
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 inform your child’s tutor (copying in the school office on office@stdominicsschool.org.uk ) in advance, for 

example if there is a forthcoming appointment, or 

 

 call / email the school before 8.45am in the event of sickness absence or other unforeseen absence.  This 

needs to be done each day of sickness unless it is known from the outset that the return to school will be at 

a later date.  For example in the case of vomiting and diarrhoea we ask that pupils do not return until 48 

hours after their last presentation.  Additionally, we will able to predict the return to school day in the event 

of a positive Covid test either for our pupils and students or someone in their household, or if having to self 

isolate.  

We need to emphasise that this is the case for pupils and students attending school and those accessing the 
remote provision.  We authorise absence from school on the understanding that pupils/students are accessing 
their remote learning (or that we are aware of difficulties in doing so and are working with the family / pupil / 
student to address these).  If we do not hear from a family about any absence, either in school or via the remote 
learning, we are required to mark this as unauthorised and follow up as we would normally.   
 
As a school, we have a safeguarding responsibility to all our pupils and students.  To ensure their wellbeing, we 
feel we need to see them (in other words have “eyes on” them) at least weekly – either in school or on 
screen.  If this is not possible, we may call to speak to a pupil/student directly.    The local authorities and 
children’s services expect us to play a significant role in monitoring the children’s wellbeing and we hope, 
therefore, you understand that being told a pupil/student is well does not fulfil our responsibility in the same 
way.  As a very last resort, to be assured of pupils’ and students’ wellbeing, we may need to contact Children’s 
Services or the local police to carry out a welfare check.  This is why we explore all other opportunities to ‘check 
in’ with the children before this becomes necessary.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns about this, please do contact Kirsty Glaysher, Designated Safeguarding 
Lead by calling the school or emailing dsl@stdominicsschool.org.uk 
 
February Half Term 
February half term is nearly upon us. I am sure pupils/students, families and staff will be looking forward to a 
well earned break! We would like to confirm that St Dominic’s will be closed during the half term and work will 
not be set on the remote platform other than any homework pupils and students are expected to complete.  
 
We hope you have a lovely weekend, whether there is snow or not! 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Vicky Perry  
Vice Principal    
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