
 
 
 

 

19 March 2020 
 
TO ALL FAMILIES 
 
 
 
Dear Families 
 
You will have seen the announcements made by the Prime Minister and by the Education Secretary last 
night.  The announcements do put significant pressure on those schools working in the special education 
sector.  However, we have put together a revised timetable, which we believe will enable St Dominic’s 
School to remain open to the majority of pupils and students for the immediate future. 
 
From Monday 23rd March, we will continue to provide effective care for most pupils and students at St 
Dominic’s School.  We will be suspending the published educational curriculum and therapy offer until 
further notice and prioritising the effective care of pupils and students. We apologise for this, but the current 
circumstances have given us no safe alternative. Attempting to carry on as usual would simply be unsafe 
for our pupils and students. 
 
Due to the levels of staffing we are currently experiencing, a small number of pupils will need to remain at 
home until further notice. We are doing our very best to keep the number of pupils this affects to an 
absolute minimum but, because we have so many staff absent, it is a decision that we have been forced 
to make. Work will be provided for these pupils and we will notify families affected when staffing levels 
have recovered to a level where we can safely support their child.  
 
Pupils and students who remain at home will continue to be provided with work to complete.  We can offer 
this because we have staff who are self-isolating at home without experiencing symptoms, and they will 
set work for pupils and students from home.  We are unable to provide the usual educational in school 
because we have such high numbers of staff who are absent from school, following the government 
directives to self-isolate.  Pupils and students who remain at home will not be penalised for this.  Absence 
will be authorised, and families will not face financial penalties. 
 
We do recognise that the needs of our pupils and students mean that high levels of structure need to 
remain in place throughout the day.  We are currently putting together a timetable of fun, practical, 
activities, which we are confident will engage pupils and students and provide them with a range 
of positive experiences which will encourage alternative, skill-based, learning.  We will share this 
timetable with families tomorrow.  We will inform those pupils and students who are in school tomorrow of 
the new timetable, and would ask families of those pupils and students who are not in tomorrow to share 
the new timetable with them at home.  

 
We will need to insist that pupils and students participate in these activities: any instances where they do 
not take part may result in them being sent home early.  We will do our best to avoid this, but we will have 
much less staff capacity to support any individual pupils and students who ‘opt out’ of their timetabled 
activity. 
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19 March 2020 
 
TO ALL FAMILIES 
 
 
To enable us to plan the activities effectively, and to ensure that work is provided in good time, we are 
asking families to let us know if their child will be staying at home.  Please email the school office at 
office@stdominicsschool.org.uk if this is the case.  We will be contacting those families whose child is 
staying at home at regular intervals to make sure that everything is okay, and that the work provided, etc, 
is suitable. 

 
We carried out a poll of those staff who are currently attending work to gauge their capacity to attend next 
week. A significant number of staff reported that making small, temporary, changes to the start time and 
the end time would enable more staff to attend work.  As a result, school will open for pupils and 
students at 9:30am and end for pupils and students at 2:30pm every day.  This will take effect from 
Monday 23rd March and will be reviewed on Friday April 3rd.  We are in the process of informing 
transport departments, but would advise families to make sure individual drivers / escorts are also aware. 
 
Finally, we do appreciate that there will be logistical challenges for us to overcome.  Staff will work with 
families as closely as possible over the coming days and weeks to manage these as smoothly as possible. 
 
I wanted to thank all families for the continued support that you have given staff at school. We are working 
in exceptionally challenging circumstances; the support given to staff by families has helped enormously 
and we are very grateful to have such a wonderful group of families to work together with. 
 
Please do email me at emurphy@stdominicsschool.org.uk with any questions, comments etc. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
 
 
Emmet Murphy 
Interim Head of Education & Vice Principal 
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