
 
 

 

8 January 2021 
 
TO FAMILIES OF Y11 AND 6TH FORM PUPILS AND STUDENTS 
 
 
Dear Families  
 
Key Stage 4 and 5 exams and assessments 
 
I am writing to update you on what happens next, following the cancellation of the 2021 GCSE and A-
Level exams. 
 
The Education Secretary, Gavin Williamson, has confirmed that the 2021 A-level and GCSE results will 
be decided by teacher-assessed grades. Mr Williamson said a form of teacher-assessed grades would 
ensure grades are awarded, “fairly and consistently” rather than using an algorithm. 
 
Simon Lebus, the Interim Chief Regulator at Ofqual, gave this message to students and pupils: “We 
know that this is a difficult time for students, their parents and carers, teachers and trainers. Our 
message to students is this: please continue to engage as fully as you can in your education. That will 
be online for the majority of students, or face-to-face for those students still going in to their school, 
college or training provider. This will put you in the best position, whatever arrangements are made for 
your qualifications. It’s important that teachers and students can focus on the knowledge and skills 
needed to equip students to progress to the next stage, whatever form that might take – whether to 
college, an apprenticeship, university or employment.”  
 
This means that teachers can spend more of their time teaching their real subject content and topics 
that pupils, students and teachers value, instead of spending time teaching to exam techniques, styles 
and how to answer particular questions. Hopefully this means that pupils and students will learn more, 
to prepare them for their next steps at either 6th Form at St Dominic’s or an alternative 6th Form provision. 
 
To ease anxieties that some families may have, the autumn mock exams will not be the sole piece of 
evidence that their summer grades are based on. The evidence that the teachers will gather will be 
from work completed from January 2021 until the exam boards request the teacher assessed grades. 
This will include the grades from the autumn mock exam, past and future homework and classwork, 
mini quizzes and summer assessments set by the teachers.  Pupils and students will need to provide 
evidence to their teachers for the grade they believe matches their aptitude. 
 
All subject teachers will have to justify the grade given to each pupil and student using the requirements 
Ofqual will develop, with the intention that GCSE qualifications (graded from 9 to 1) should fulfil the 
following purposes: 
 
 to provide evidence of pupils and students' achievements against demanding and fulfilling content; 

 to provide a strong foundation for further academic and vocational study and 

 for employment 
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8 January 2021 
 
TO FAMILIES OF Y11 AND 6TH FORM PUPILS AND STUDENTS 
 
 
 
The grades will provide (if required) a basis for schools and colleges to be held accountable for the 
performance of all of their pupil and students. 
 
All other examinations planned for 2021, such as V Cert, BTEC (depending on government guidance) 
and the St Dominic’s internal assessments will go ahead if they can be administered Covid safely, 
consistently and respectfully so that the integrity of the assessment process can be maintained. 
 
The NCFE Level 1/2 Technical Award in Health and Fitness V Cert externally assessed written 
examination will still occur in school on Wednesday 10 March 2021. 
 
We are hoping that running the summer set of examinations and assessments will help to keep our 
pupils and students engaged with their learning and keep their minds sharp to enable them to move on 
to their next steps. 
 
Should you wish to discuss any of this in more detail, I would be happy to arrange a time to meet virtually 
or to discuss by phone.   
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Mrs Chown 

 

 

 

 


