
 
 

 

5 January 2021 
 
TO ALL FAMILIES 
 
 
Dear Families 
 
We wrote yesterday in the immediate wake of the Government’s announcement regarding the national 
lockdown.  We would like to thank families for keeping children at home where possible today in order to 
support school leadership to coordinate a safe offer that is available to all pupils and students who wish to 
attend.  At the time of writing there is no further guidance that gives more specific information for special 
schools, therefore the following arrangements are only applicable for this week (week beginning 4th January 
2021), or until further guidance supersedes this plan. 
 
Pupil and Student Attendance On-Site 
This decision comes with many considerations for the school; in addition to the fact that more detailed 
guidance is still pending, we also have staff who are now needing to shield, those who are absent with Covid 
related issues and those who are faced with childcare issues as all schools navigate their way through the 
complexities of the unfolding guidance.  
 
We are carrying out an ongoing, dynamic risk assessment to ensure pupil, student and staff safety.  Due to the 
fact that some families have elected to keep their child at home, we are currently able to accommodate any 
pupil or student who wishes to attend school from tomorrow, subject to staffing (though please understand 
this could change at any time with little notice).  Please ensure that your contact details are up to date, you are 
regularly checking emails and can be available via telephone at all times so that you have the most up to date 
information.  
 
We understand the decision to attend will be something that families will need to consider carefully.  Our 
planning has factored in those families who have already notified us that their child will be absent this week 
(as well as those who have let us know they are keeping their child at home for the period of national 
lockdown).  Please let us know if you are intending to send your child to school this week OR if you plan to 
keep your child at home this week (and have not already done so).  Please continue to use the 
dsl@stdominicsschool.org.uk email address and also copy in office@stdominicsschool.org.uk.  Whilst we 
advise SEN transport about changes to school opening, it is each families’ responsibility to inform individual 
transport providers of your child’s attendance.   
 
In terms of recording attendance, we will be marking pupils/students as being educated off-site (code ‘B’) 
providing they are accessing the remote learning offer (on Google Classroom).  Please do keep in touch if, 
when not coming into school, your child becomes ill (non-COVID), ill with COVID, or is self-isolating.   
 
We would like to take this opportunity to remind you that, should we need to close a bubble, we will need you 
to collect your child from school.  
 
                                                                                                                                                                  continued/….. 
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5 January 2021 
 
TO ALL FAMILIES 
 
 
Key Changes to Risk Assessment 
From tomorrow, we are returning in Phase 2.  However, due to the evolving nature of the virus and the 
implications for pupils, students and staff on site there are some changes to this phase that will differ from the 
information you have received previously.  These changes have been based on our in-school risk assessment 
and the government guidance for special schools (as it stands currently).  
 We are keeping much smaller, stricter bubbles. This is due to the faster transmission of the new variant of 

the virus.  Each class will be its own bubble (this is opposed to year group bubbles that we were using 

previously).  

 We will not move staff between bubbles.  Therefore, if we have significant staff absence within a bubble 

we will close it to avoid the need to redeploy staff outside of their usual bubble.  Instead, we have a wider 

group of staff, including intervention staff, therapists, senior leaders and some non-pupil facing staff that 

we will try to use where possible to avoid closing a bubble.  

 Upper School pupils and students will be taught in their class bubbles.  This means that while their 

specialist subject teachers may be delivering lesson content remotely, face-to-face learning will be 

facilitated by the staff assigned to their bubble.  

 
Critical Workers 
If you are a critical worker, this means that your child will be offered education in line with your working 
patterns.  Should we move to a different model of school delivery (or close your child’s bubble due to staffing 
levels) your child will be able to access on-site education wherever necessary.  We ask that you complete the 
following form to notify us that you are a critical worker by close of play on Wednesday, 6 January.  Please 
ensure you include information about your working pattern.  Please click the following link: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdALmtKdbMbgXyboNG8DvOk9RUz5BeYQz7GUNHGpNADQGdG
VA/viewform?usp=sf_link 
 
If you are not sure if you are a critical worker, please see the following guidance: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-
provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision 
 
Vulnerable Pupils and Students 
As a special school, all of our pupils and students have an EHCP.  The key question is whether the classification 
of ‘vulnerable’ has changed and how we balance our provision to ensure the safety of all in line with the 
principles of the national lockdown.  We are hoping that this information will become available as soon as 
possible and are reaching out to both the Trust and Surrey Local Authority seeking additional information.  
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5 January 2021 
 
TO ALL FAMILIES 
 
 
Examinations for Year 11 and Year 13 
You may also be aware that the government has made some reference to the summer exams 2021.  As a 
school, we are committed to ensuring that all pupils and students will achieve as many qualifications as 
possible.  According to recent media coverage, A-Levels and GCSEs will be cancelled, although vocational 
exams will go ahead.  The school is awaiting guidance from the exam watchdog, Ofqual, about what 
"alternative arrangements" the school will need to make for delivering examination and non-examination 
results.  
 
We understand that this continues to be an incredibly challenging time for everyone.  As a school, we will 
continue to do everything we can to educate and support your children safely.  Thank you for your patience 
and words of kindness and support as we communicate changes in ever evolving circumstances.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Vicky Perry 
Vice Principal 
 


