
 
 

 

15 December 2020 
 
TO ALL FAMILIES 
 
Dear Families 
 
I am writing today with news of one further confirmed case of COVID-19 amongst pupils. This means there are 
currently two pupils and no members of staff who have tested positive. As with other cases, we have liaised 
with Public Health England who have advised on the appropriate action to take. Any staff, pupils or students 
who have been in direct contact with someone who has tested positive have been asked to isolate for 10 days 
(this is now the isolation period, reduced from 14 days on 11 December) from the point of contact. All families 
that this affects directly have been notified.  
 
We are confident that the two cases that we have reported on recently are very likely to be unrelated, having 
traced all known proximity contacts and movement around the school site. As such, there will be no impact on 
the running of the school or the phase we are operating in as we approach the end of term. However, should 
we be notified of any further cases, this may change. 
 
Some families have asked whether the school should be notifying them when a member of staff or a pupil 
displays symptoms of COVID-19 and therefore takes a test. As you can imagine, this is happening frequently in 
school at the moment, as there are many other virus strains that have similar symptoms to COVID-19 such as a 
high temperature and/or cough that are also more prevalent during the winter months. An added complication 
in reporting is that in most confirmed cases so far, staff and pupils have experienced no symptoms or lesser 
known symptoms.  Additionally, we have many more negative results returned than positive results. We 
consider that this information is likely to cause families to feel unnecessarily concerned and may lead to 
confusion; admittedly, it is a challenging balance. We are looking into use of an app 
(https://covid.joinzoe.com/schoolnetwork) which is a Covid symptom study for school communities and allows 
families to log information and receive daily health insights to support those who are seeking more information.   
 
Today, the government have announced that every secondary school and college in England, as well as special 
schools, will have access to rapid coronavirus testing from January to help keep staff and students as safe as 
possible and in education. We look forward to further information on this matter and hope this may offer 
families and staff further assurances. 
 
Please do not hesitate to discuss any worries your child is having with their tutor and do get in touch if you have 
any questions.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Vicky Perry 
Vice Principal & Head of Education 

https://covid.joinzoe.com/schoolnetwork

