
 
 

 

6 November 2020 
 
TO ALL FAMILIES 
 
 
Dear Families,  
 
St Dominic’s Phased Approaches to Learning Plan to keep school open 
 
We have had a busy first week back after half term amidst the government announcement on 31st October that 
we are entering into a second period of national lockdown.  Today has been our first day of pupils, students and 
staff adjusting to wearing masks in some areas of the school.  We continue to be incredibly proud of the way in 
which our young people are managing each new change with which they are presented.  We wanted to share 
with you our planning for how we intend to manage school moving forwards, should we find ourselves in the 
position of having to modify our provision.  This includes more detailed guidance on our remote learning offer.  
 
At the time of writing, the rates of transmission in Surrey have been increasing and we also need to be mindful 
that some of our pupils and students travel in from other areas with differing rates of infection.  Our primary 
aim is to keep school open, but this is only possible if we have a safe staff to pupil/student ratio.  We have 
therefore planned a phased response system that is based on our risk assessments and government guidance. 
It covers all possible scenarios, including the need to modify our offer, closure of bubbles, partial school closure 
and full school closure.  The purpose of this phased response is to ensure the school can remain open for as long 
as possible, to as many pupils and students as possible, whilst providing a quality educational and wellbeing 
offer, whether this is delivered in school or remotely. Please find, as an attachment to this email 
communication, a description of what school will look like at each of these phases and what this means for 
pupils and students.  
 
At present, the biggest challenge we are facing is a shortage of staff due to the self-isolation requirements and 
other non Covid-19 related seasonal illness as the winter approaches.  We are currently operating with up to 
10% of the staff team absent per day, either through sickness or because they are awaiting a Covid-19 test result.  
We are in the fortunate position to currently be in Phase 1 of this phased response system, meaning we are 
operating with an increased number of staff absent but are still able to provide our full school offer. We will 
notify families immediately if there is a need to move into a different planned phase because our circumstances 
change and will ensure you are aware of any implications. 
 
I would like to take the opportunity to remind you that if your child is away from school, their tutor will contact 
you at least weekly. Our expectation of families is to engage with this communication to ensure we have regular 
and up to date information about your child’s wellbeing. If we do not hear from you, we will make every effort 
to contact you and may need to seek support from agencies outside of school to confirm your child and family’s 
welfare.  
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TO ALL FAMILIES 
 
6 November 2020 
 
 
 
Please ensure that you have visited the remote learning section of our website, which has been updated to 
include full details of our Remote Learning Procedure and instructions for families to access our remote learning 
platform, Google Classroom.  
 
We have updated our Covid Handbook for Returning to School and this is also on the school website. This gives 
details on the systems we have in place to ensure we are as ‘Covid safe’ as possible. We will update this 
handbook should any of our procedures change in light of any new government guidance.  
 
As always, we appreciate your commitment to working in partnership with us through this challenging time. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Vicky Perry 
Vice Principal & Head of Education 
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