
 
 
 

 

13 March 2020 

 

Dear families 
 
Coronavirus: Measures Being Taken at St Dominic’s School to Manage Risk of Infection 
 
The health, safety and wellbeing of pupils, students, staff and visitors are always our highest priority so 
we have implemented a number of measures in response to the Coronavirus.  We wanted to write to all 
families to update you on these measures, to ensure that risk of infection is reduced as far as possible. 
 
The school’s health team met this morning and agreed a robust risk assessment, which takes into 
account the most up to date advice being given by the government and by NHS England.  The key 
actions on this risk assessment are as follows: 
 

Action 

All classrooms will continue to be cleaned before school every day using anti-bacterial sanitizer spray. 

All communal areas will continue to be cleaned using anti-bacterial sanitizer spray immediately after pupils 
have arrived (before the areas are being used). 

Anti-bacterial soap will continue to be stocked in all toilets.  Supplies of soap in the toilets will be checked 
throughout the day and replenished if needed. 

We have ordered additional anti-bacterial soap, which will give the school approx. four weeks’ reserves. 

We have ordered a significant quantity of anti-bacterial hand gel. 

From Monday, 16 March, each classroom will have one bottle of hand gel, one bottle of anti-bacterial 
soap, and a packet of universal medical-grade surface disinfection wipes.  These will be locked away 
when the classroom is not being used.  Classrooms with a sink will have a bottle of anti-bacterial soap and 
pupils and students in classrooms with a sink should wash their hands several times throughout the day. 
Pupils and students who are working in classrooms without a sink should wash their hands in the sinks in 
toilets several times throughout the day, using the anti-bacterial soap located there. 

From Monday, 16 March, pupils and students will be instructed to clean their hands using hand gel in the 
lunch hall prior to them eating their lunch. 

Pupils and staff will be discouraged from hand-shaking. and all off-site educational visits will be subject to 
additional risk assessment scrutiny by members of the school’s leadership team. 

All staff will wash their hands using anti-bacterial soap upon arrival in school in the morning and at regular 
periods throughout the day. 

From Monday, 16 March, visitors to the school will be subject to screening prior to being allowed access 
on to the school site.  We will ask all visitors to the school site if they have had a new continuous cough 
and / or a high temperature recently.  If they have, then the visitor will not be allowed onto the school site 
for seven days and will be advised to self-isolate.  

From Monday, 16 March, visitors to the school will be required to use hand gel before being allowed 
access to the site.  Hand gel will be located at the main school entrance to facilitate this  

Staff will be given clear guidance re self-isolation, will be directed to regularly check the NHS England 
advice website, and will be instructed to not attend work for seven days if they experience a new, 
continuous cough and / or have a high temperature. Staff will be advised that such absence will not be 
recorded on their absence records. 

Parents and carers will be written to on 13 March and will be updated on the measures being taken within 
school. Parents and carers will be asked to continue to ensure that they are available to collect their child 
from school if necessary 
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13 March 2020 
 
TO ALL FAMILIES 
 
 
 
The risk assessment is very much a ‘live’ document and will be updated in response to updates from 
the government and / or NHS England.  However, I would draw your attention to the points relating to 
visitors to school and to parents and carers: 
 
 We will be asking reception staff to make sure that visitors are asked upon entry to the main school 

building if they have recently developed a new, continuous cough and / or a high temperature.  All 
visitors who report that they have will be refused access to the main school building and will be 
advised to self-isolate for seven days.  

 All visitors (including contractors) who do access the main school site will be required to use anti-
bacterial hand gel, which our reception staff will provide. 

 Our school nurse will continue to monitor pupils’ and students’ health across the school. Where 
staff observe a pupil or student developing a new, continuous cough and / or developing a high 
temperature, we will call home and ask that the pupil/student goes home.  

 
We have asked staff to stay at home for seven days if they have recently developed a new continuous 
cough and / or a high temperature. We have amended our staff absence reporting procedure to give 
the senior leadership team as much notice as possible to make contingency plans in the event that 
large numbers of staff experience these symptoms.  However, it is important to state that if a significant 
number of staff are absent, it may be necessary to close some classes (or the whole school) whether 
we have a confirmed case of coronavirus or not. Please be assured that this decision would not be 
taken lightly and would be made in consultation with senior members of staff within Orchard Hill 
College and Academy Trust. 
 
Should closure of the school be required for a sustained period of time, pupils and students will be 
provided with work to complete. Our English and Maths leads are currently coordinating a plan to 
ensure that all pupils have suitable work set that will minimise the impact of any closure. 
 
Many thanks for your continued support in these very difficult and unique set of circumstances. 
 
Kind regards 
 
 

 
 
Emmet Murphy 
Acting Head of Education/Vice Principal 
 


