
 
 

 

3 April 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Families, 
 
I hope you are all keeping well and managing to stay at home and remain positive and focussed during 
this difficult time.  Our aim is to support the NHS and save lives by the actions we have taken to date.  
 
We have reduced the number of pupils and students on site by over 90% in order to prevent and 
reduce the transmission of Corona Virus.  We have a small number of pupils in school who have key 
worker parents or are determined as highly vulnerable and requiring specialist support from the school. 
The school will remain open for the full two weeks of the planned Easter break in order to support these 
pupils. 
 
We are extremely grateful for your support and understanding, which is enabling us to keep our pupils, 
students, families and staff safe.  We are also grateful to the staff who are working in school and from 
home to support your son/daughter to maintain the progress they have made. 
 
As mentioned in previous communications, our teachers are continuing to send work home for your 
child to do and we hope that this helps to facilitate some sort of structure during these unsettling times. 
However, whilst we would strongly encourage your child to engage with this work, we would want to 
underline that we do not want to do anything, which adds stress and pressure to your child and to you 
as families.  
 
We recognise that the current restrictions on movement and access to the outside can have a 
detrimental effect on the anxiety levels of the whole family, and ensuring that your children are calm, 
happy and contented is of primary importance.  From a practical perspective, our approach would be to 
say that you, as parents, know your child best.  If a daily focus on academic learning helps to provide 
structure and security to your child, please continue to do this.   However, for those of you who feel that 
dealing with the academic demands that are being asked of you is causing unhelpful levels of anxiety, 
feel free to adjust, as you feel necessary, and simply inform your class teacher by email. There are 
many of you who may fall in between those two categories and doing some, but not all, of the work is 
the most helpful option.  Please proceed as you see appropriate for your child. 
 
We hope that you recognise that this in no way undermines our commitment as a school to children 
maximising their academic potential. It is simply a response to the unprecedented situation we find 
ourselves in and chimes with the school’s approach on a daily basis that for any of us to access new 
learning successfully we need to be in a ‘good place’ emotionally (this is why teachers have not only 
sent academic work home, but also activities that support children’s wellbeing). Please see below some 
links to optional activities, which are designed to support mindfulness and wellbeing, some of which 
your child may find helpful: 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
https://positivepsychology.com/mindfulness-for-children-kids-activities/ 
https://www.actionforhappiness.org/active-april 
 
Arrangements have been put in place for those of you who are eligible for Free School Meals. If you do 
feel that you are eligible but have not been contacted, please email the school office 
office@stdominicsschool.org.uk. 
 
During this time of increased online activity and learning, it is even more important to remain vigilant 
and to monitor what your children are accessing and with whom they are communicating. If you are 
worried about anything that your children are accessing at home, you can find out more information 
about different games and sites here: https://parentzone.org.uk/advice/parent-guides.  
 
You can also seek support and report any concerning online behaviour here: 
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/  
 
You can raise any concerns via our safeguarding email address dsl@stdominicsschool.org.uk.   
 
Next term, we are due to have our annual staff survey to determine which of our wonderful Year 11 
pupils will receive the prestigious Dominic Savio Award.  Dominic Savio is the saint who gave the 
school its name and his remarkable personality and life is an inspiration to us all.  We will run the staff 
survey and announce the worthy recipient in early May.  The celebratory assembly outlining the life of 
Dominic Savio and presentation of the award to a Year 11 pupil will be rescheduled when we have 
more information about when the school can resume its work. 
 
We may also have to reschedule another highlight of the school year: our leavers' graduation day and 
celebratory assembly.  Last year we made the decision to have a leavers' graduation day rather than a 
presentation evening in the autumn term.  We hope that we will be able to host a leavers’ graduation 
day before the end of the summer term but at present, nothing can be confirmed. If the graduation 
cannot take place in the summer term, we will arrange it for autumn as this is a rite of passage that we 
must mark for every leaver. Sports day and the major event we were planning for the summer term, the 
opening of our performing arts centre, will also be rescheduled.  
 
Today is the last day of the spring term and the day we say a fond farewell to Mrs Godfrey, Key Stage 
3 Co-ordinator, who is starting her retirement.  Mrs Godfrey joined the school in 2013 and over the last 
7 years has taught English to our current and past pupils and students, and supported pupils and 
families in Key Stage 3. Mrs Godfrey is an exceptional colleague who has helped and supported pupils, 
students, families and staff alike throughout her time at St Dominic’s.  Mrs Godfrey is going to be 
starting a new chapter of her life in the West Country and is looking forward to spending quality time 
with her family.  
 
We all wish Mrs Godfrey great happiness in her new life and a long and fulfilling retirement. We will, 
however, be looking forward to welcoming Mrs Godfrey back to St Dominic’s on our leavers’ graduation 
day for a proper, official send-off from our whole school community. 
 
Like everyone else, we are unclear as to when the school will re-open, but all the indicators seem to be 
that the start of the next term (Monday, 20th April) will begin with the same arrangements as we  
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currently have in place for a small number of pupils. We will of course keep you updated, should there 
be any developments. 
 
Finally, I hope you and your loved ones have a healthy and peaceful Easter and I look forward to 
welcoming pupils, students and families back to our wonderful school as soon as it is safe to do so. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Angela Drayton 
Principal  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


