
 
 

 

26 November 2020 
 
TO ALL FAMILIES 
 
Dear Families 
 
It has been lovely to welcome back some of our isolating pupils and staff today.  We continue to be able to 
report good news with no further positive cases of COVID-19 confirmed.  This means we will be returning to 
Phase 1 of our phased response on Monday with all usual services resuming.  We will be very pleased to see 
the return of all remaining isolating staff and pupils/students on Monday, 30 November.  Don’t forget there is 
a tutor time session for all pupils and students happening on Google Classroom tomorrow morning at 9.00am.  
We look forward to seeing you there!  Your child’s tutor will make contact to confirm joining instructions so 
please look out for their email. 
 
Looking towards the end of term, we thought it might be helpful to remind families about our school 
behavioural incentives and some changes to the upcoming events that we have planned. 
 
Lower School 
  
Classroom incentives: 
 
In Lower School, all classes work towards earning stars for positive behaviour for learning during their lessons.  
A maximum of 4 stars can be earned in a day.  Each star equates to 5 minutes of Golden Time that can be cashed 
in at the end of each school day in return for an activity of choice.  All pupils start the day on two stars and can 
earn up to 2 extra stars for exhibiting positive behaviour or producing above and beyond work and effort.  A star 
may, however, be lost if negative behaviour is exhibited.  The number of stars a pupil has can go up and down 
during the course of the day and pupils always have a chance to earn them back.  The number of stars that a 
pupil has accumulated at the end of their final lesson of the day is the number that counts towards Golden Time. 
 
For years 3, 4 and 5 the stars system will also be calculated over the half term and will then go towards a four-
tiered system of rewards at the end of each half term.  
 
Whilst years 6, 7 and 8 use the stars system to earn golden time at the end of each day, their individual 
application in lessons over each half term is captured using the school points system. 
 
Points are earned in the following categories: 
 
Polite 
On Task 
In on time and ready to work 
Never giving up 
Talking it out 
Staying safe        
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Pupils accumulate these points, which are then translated into our Bronze, Silver, Gold and Platinum 
certificates and rewards, depending on the overall percentage of points they have earned.  Rewards take 
place in the last week of each half term.  
 
Upper School 
 
Upper School comprises years 9 to 14.  Pupils in years 9 to 11 use the points system as laid out above and 
work towards the same half-termly rewards. 
 
Students in Years 12 to 14 have differing criteria for their points system which are more in line with their age 
and maturity.  They are as follows: 
 

 Perseverance 

 Organisation 

 In on time 

 No negativity 

 Take responsibility 

 Staying safe 
 
Again, the points are accumulated in order to gain a 6th Form award at the end of each half term. 
 
Whole school 
 
Positive Slips: 
 
Positive slips can be earned over 6 different categories and are awarded to pupils and students in recognition 
of their achievement in one or more of the following: 
 

 Above and beyond work 

 Trying something new 

 Showing support 

 Being respectful 

 Being responsible 

 Making safe choices 
 
Each week there is a £5 amazon voucher awarded for the pupil or student with the most positive slips in both 
Upper and Lower School. 
 
Positive slips also contribute to overall House points.  When a slip is awarded to a pupil/student, a point is 
automatically gained for their House.                                                                                              continued/….. 
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House Points 
 
House events will run each half term and the points will be awarded in the following order: 
 

 1st place  100 points 

 2nd place 80 points 

 3rd place  60 points 

 4th place  40 points 
 
At the end of each term the House points that have been earned from both events and positive slips will be 
added together to determine the winner.  The winning House will receive a House party in their honour that will 
be tailored each time with a different theme or event. 
 
VIP Club 
 
VIP Club is a weekly club held during lunchtime on Fridays with separate Upper and Lower School openings. 
Pupils and students who have excelled in earning the most positive slips, have 100% attendance and have 
displayed no negative behaviour during the week are invited in to socialise, play games, use  consoles, watch 
movies, eat a bespoke lunch and generally just have a great time.  Numbers are limited to between 5 and 10 per 
sitting in order to maximise the enjoyment for all. 
 
We are currently unable to run VIP Club due to COVID-19, but will bring it back as soon as the government 
guidance will allow us. 
 
Family Forum 
 
We will be running our first virtual Family Forum meeting via Google Classroom on Thursday, 17 December 
starting at 4.30pm.  Please email Karen Cornell (kcornell@stdominicsschool.org.uk) if you plan to attend 
remotely and she will send you joining instructions.  The focus of the meeting will be on communication with 
families.  We hope to see many of you there. 
 
Finally, this will be the last of my daily communications updating you on COVID-19 cases.  Due to the volume of 
overwhelmingly positive responses from families, I will be continuing to write to you all on a weekly basis. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Vicky Perry 
Vice Principal & Head of Education    
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