
 
 

 

20 November 2020 
 
TO ALL FAMILIES 
 
 
Dear Families 
 
Happy Friday everyone!  At the end of a long and challenging week for us all, I would like to take the opportunity 
to provide you with more information about next week and some of the lighter things we have to look forward 
to beyond that.  Thank you all for your engagement with our daily updates; many families have taken the time 
to comment on how much you have valued them.  For this reason, and with some pupils and students still 
working from home, we have decided to continue with this approach next week.  
 
Plans for next week 
 
Next week, we will continue with our current arrangements.  The logic behind this is to give the school a 14 day 
window in which our risk assessments mitigate further possible positive cases.  Whilst we have had notification 
today that one further pupil has tested positive for Covid-19, the school community is not impacted further due 
to the actions already taken.  Fortunately, pupils who have tested positive have experienced mild symptoms or 
no symptoms at all.  
 
This will mean that pupils and students in Upper School will continue to have some changes to their timetabled 
lessons to ensure they are receiving subject specialist teaching wherever possible, and will continue to eat their 
lunch in their tutor rooms and access outside spaces with only members of their year group.  For Lower School 
pupils who are in school the school day remains unchanged, with some changes to staffing arrangements.  Our 
remote learning offer will continue into next week with pupils and students accessing lessons and, for groups 
isolating, tutor time each morning on Google Classroom.  
 
We continue to operate next week in Phase 2 of our phased response and, all being well, we are currently making 
plans to move back into Phase 1, with full integrated services resuming, from Monday 30th November. As 
previously mentioned, we will continue to keep you updated next week should this change. 
 
INSET day on Friday 27th November 
 
Don’t forget it is INSET day on Friday 27th November.  We would like to balance the need for staff training and 
development with the need for pupils and students to catch up on missed learning.  For this reason, we will also 
be providing all pupils and students with the opportunity to sample an online tutor time session using Google 
Meet at 9am, and will be setting work for them to complete.  For pupils and students who may struggle with 
this change, there is no expectation that they must complete the work set.  This will be a good opportunity for 
all staff, pupils and students and families to practise using the platform.  
 
As the school will also be closed, the majority of staff, who will be accessing the full programme of INSET training 
remotely, we will also be capitalising on the opportunity to have an effective clean of all areas and a natural 
three day ‘circuit breaker’ as we know the virus cannot survive on surfaces for more than 72 hours. 
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20 November 2020 
 
TO ALL FAMILIES 
 
 
Celebration of birthdays 
 
As a result of the current Covid restrictions, many children and young people are missing out on celebrating their 
birthday with family and friends as they usually would with parties or gatherings that are not allowed during this 
time.  We understand our pupils and students have already had so many changes and have had to adapt to new 
rules and regulations both at home and school, and their emotional wellbeing is something that is very important 
to us.  Therefore, we would like to give them the opportunity to celebrate their birthdays in school with their 
class friends!  
 
Upper School (Years 9 - 6th Form) will be holding parties within tutor group bubbles on Friday afternoons, during 
leisure curriculum time, for every pupil/student that has had a birthday that week and would like to celebrate 
with peers.   
 
Lower School (Years 3-8) have decided to celebrate birthdays on each child’s special day during golden time 
within their class bubble.   
 
The pupils/students will have their packed lunch or school meal as normal.  The school will provide fun games, 
activities, snacks/treats and a party atmosphere.  There will also be a little cake!  All of the party costs will be 
covered by school. 
 
If any parents feel that they would like to send in a birthday cake, then please check with the class tutor for any 
allergies.  Can we please ask that anything sent in to school at the moment is shop bought. 
 
Hopefully by doing this, we will be giving every child the opportunity to celebrate with their friends and mark 
their special day.  We will also be celebrating any birthdays that have already happened this term. 
 
Plans for Christmas 
 
As we approach December, we also wanted to let you know that we are making plans for Christmas festivities 
in new and creative ways.  We will be having Christmas lunch on 8th and 9th December.  Additionally, the Drama 
Club are currently working on an exciting version of our ever popular Christmas pantomime.  More information 
on both events to follow in due course. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Vicky Perry 
Vice Principal & Head of Education                    


