
At St Dominic’s School we  recognise that the personal development of our pupils and students 
plays a significant part in their ability to  “achieve  ambitious goals and live life to the full”. 

As such, the spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) enrichment of our students is at the 
heart of the school’s ethos. 

We believe that our  pupils and students learn best when : 
• they are happy and secure;
• their individuality is respected;
• their differences are celebrated;
• their difficulties are understood;
• they are challenged;
• they take responsibility;
• their interests are extended;
• their talents are developed.

Through the Needs Led Curriculum and  other activities   we aim to provide an education that 
provides pupils and students with opportunities that enable them to explore and develop 
their own: 
• values and beliefs;
• spiritual awareness;
• personal behaviour;
• understanding of their social and cultural roots;
• appreciation of the diversity and richness of other cultures.

We hope that this section our website will give you a flavour of the diverse range of SMSC 
opportunities that our pupils and students participate in. 



SMSC  
Physical Education 

Spiritual 

Through taking part  in a range of sporting events pupils and students develop their knowledge and understanding  about  their  
body’s performance as  well as  learn about  how  ‘Endurance’, highlights what the body is capable of . Activities such as   dance 
and  gymnastics also promote  pupil’s and student’s  and students  ability to be  creative and  express their feelings . At the end of 
each lesson pupils and students and students  are  given  time to reflect  on their  performances and  experiences  which  helps 
them to build a positive mind-set  as  well as allow them to make progress. 

Moral 

During PE lessons pupils and students  learn about the importance of living a healthy lifestyle. Pupils and students  also 
learn about the importance of abiding by  rules .Through taking part in a  range of sporting  events and competitive 
activities  they  also learn to develop their  ability to distinguish the difference between right and wrong  and how to 
respond appropriately when they feel there is an injustice.  

Social 

The nature of PE allows all pupils and students to develop the necessary skills  needed to work  successfully in teams or 
pairs.  Through  taking part in team games  pupils and students also learn  how to cope with success and defeat with 
dignity . Both pupils and students  are  encouraged to reflect upon their  feelings  of enjoyment and sense  of 
achievement when  supporting  others  to do their best .  Pupils and students  are  encouraged  to take  on  a variety of  
roles, for example,  leaders, coaches, or umpires. Through these opportunities they are then able to   develop their 
communication and  leadership skills and learn ,for example, to  manage  any discrepancies which may occur.  

Cultural 

•Pupils and students are given the opportunity to explore dances and learn games from different traditions and
cultures including their own.  Pupils and students  are also made aware  of and discuss the differences between male
and female roles within sport at both elite and amateur  levels .



SMSC 
Science 

Spiritual 

Spiritual education in science involves the search for meaning and purpose in natural and physical phenomena. It is the 
wonder about what is special about life, an awe at the scale of living things from the smallest micro organism to the largest 
tree and the interdependence of all living things and materials of the Earth. It concerns the emotional drive to know more 
and to wonder about the world and aesthetically appreciate its wonders including for example the enormity of space and 
the beauty of natural objects or phenomenon, such as plants, animals, crystals, rainbows. 

Moral 

•Science encourages pupils and students to become increasingly curious, to develop open mindedness to the suggestions
of others and to make judgements on evidence not prejudice. Through learning about different  scientific discoveries  the
they are able to appreciate that moral dilemmas are often involved in the majority of scientific developments..

Social 

In science  there are many opportunities  for pupils and students to develop their team working skills  . During practical 
investigations  they also learn  about  the importance of taking  responsibility for their own and other people’s safety. 
Through science pupils and students  gain an understanding about the major effect that science has  on the quality of  their 
lives. In lessons  they are encouraged to consider the benefits and drawbacks of scientific and technological developments 
and the social responsibility involved. 

Cultural 

In science  pupils and students  learn about past and current scientific discoveries  and their effect on the world they live in 
today . They also learn  how different cultural beliefs  influence people’s decisions as well as effect others across the world. 



SMSC 
English 

Spiritual 
The study of literature requires pupils and students to consider the world outside themselves, as well as having a focus on 
Britishness. Furthermore, the study of literary texts encourages a sense of awe and wonder. Questions arise naturally from a 
study of texts which creates  time for reflection and contemplation. Open discussion is at the heart of English teaching and this 
facilitates questions about existence as a British citizen.  In addition, English lessons provide the opportunity to hold and voice 

a range of opinions in a safe environment with the knowledge  that their opinions  will be listened to and considered. 

Moral 

Moral issues concerning morality and human behaviour are intrinsic to the study of texts and what this means in terms 
on being a British citizen.  In addition, English lessons provide the opportunity to hold and voice a range of opinions in 
safety and with the confidence that these will be listened to and considered. 

Social 

Social issues are central to all texts studied at St Dominic’s School and questions arise which encourage pupils and students to 
consider the position of others in Britain and the wider world as well as themselves. Teachers in the department are sensitive 
in their organisation of lessons and management of students actively tackles potential issues such as isolation, prejudice and 
differences in Britain and the wider world.  
i 

Cultural 

Texts studied allow  pupils and students to consider their own  and other cultures. This cultivates cultural curiosity about the 
diverse cultures in Britain and the wider world, which then fosters empathy and tolerance towards people from all 
backgrounds. Culture also involves the approach of creativity and artistic expression. This is fostered through theatre visits, 
National and World Book Days and the study of poetry, prose and drama. Pupils and students are  also given opportunities 
within and beyond lessons to express themselves creatively.  



SMSC 
Maths 

Spiritual education involves:  

The awe and wonder of mathematics, showing that mathematics can be used to explain the world around us. 

Mathematical patterns that occur in nature such as the symmetry of a snowflake  

There is a sense of wonder in the exactness of mathematics. 
 Pi introduces the idea of infinity. 

 Moral education concerns: 

The use, misuse and abuse of data that is becoming more prevalent in society and the media. Pupils and students are given 
the opportunity to be aware of the use and misuse of data in all issues including those supporting moral argumentogical 
reasoning can be used to consider the consequences of particular decisions and choices 

Social education concerns: 

Pupils and students  being given the opportunity to work together in collaborative learning. Investigative and practical work 
provides further opportunities for pupils’ and  students’ to develop their social skills. 

Cultural education concerns: 

The wealth of mathematics  in all cultures and the  opportunities  pupils and students are given to explore aspects of 
personal culture and identity through mathematics. Recognition is also given to symmetry patterns, number systems  and 
mathematical thinking from other cultures . 



SMSC 
humanities 

Spiritual 

Spiritual development is encouraged regularly by providing pupils and students with opportunities to appreciate intangible 
concepts. The concept of truth is central to all humanities lessons. We allow our pupils and students to question the world 
around them, reflect on the material and non – material, discuss their beliefs and feelings and recognise their place within 
the world. Spiritual awareness in humanities also involves understanding and empathising with the different religious 
faiths and beliefs. It is the uniqueness of these beliefs and faiths to the corresponding religions that allows an insight of 
how and why people worship. It gives pupils and  students the opportunity to reflect on their own experiences and to 
understand what people gain from it in the world around them .Spiritual development is encouraged regularly by 
providing pupils and students opportunities to appreciate intangible concepts. Order and beauty, and differing 
interpretations of these, also form a part of GCSE, LASER and ELC courses when assessing Nazi government and 
propaganda. Being inspired and awed by the world around us is also a key facet of the study of Geography, and one that is 
explicitly promoted through the study of Tectonics and Coasts. A sense of empathy is consistently extended in lessons. 
History demands an understanding of others, such as that of men and women and the experiences of different types of 
Americans in the first half of the 20th century (slavery) allowing opportunities to consider the experiences, feelings and 
respect for others., such as that of men and women and the experiences of different types of Americans in the first half of 
the 20th century (slavery) allowing opportunities to consider the experiences, feelings and respect for others. 

Moral 

Humanities is proud to offer a variety of topics that really push our pupils and students to question and respond to ethical 
issues that ripple across the world. They are encouraged to voice their informed opinions and challenge the decisions of 
others .To allow pupils and students to develop a sense of right and wrong through ethical activities and moral dilemmas, 
the comparison of a religious and non-religious point of view is given. Pupils and students must look at the legal, moral 
and cultural viewpoints in order to define their arguments while being non-judgmental themselves. In history this may be 
through analysing historical evidence such as Olaudah Equiano or Thomas Clarkson Moral decisions by individuals, 
governments and societies are central to the study of the Holocaust or globalisation, for example, both topics that 
students consider in all three phases of their time in the lesson. Also an organised debate about the impact of 
Kristallnacht and the Holocaust by Year 9 history pupils generate strong opinions for both sides of the argument that 
brought about deep learning. Stewardship, Advocators of Justice, Abortion, IVF, Euthanasia, Sexual Rights, Discrimination 
discussions have also emphasised this. Within geography evidence is used through to ideas relating to development and 
conservation e.g. building on a greenbelt of the destruction of the rainforest. 



SMSC 
humanities 

Social 

We encourage equal opportunities throughout humanities providing pupils and students with a wide variety of activities. 
These promote collaborative learning and the development of their sensitivity towards matters relating to equal 
opportunities. Humanities lessons also offer pupils and students the opportunity to improve and develop their knowledge 
and understanding of how beliefs may affect an individual’s attitudes and behaviours. Pupils and students will have the 
opportunity to work together in pairs or small groups which allows a variety of social skills to be used including 
cooperating with others ,resolving conflicts using debate including ethical discussion on developing a greater tolerance 
for those you have the beliefs of values different to their own. 
There is also the opportunity for pupils and students to exercise leadership and demonstrate responsibility promoted 
through team learning activities across  each Key Stage via trips , for example , to the IWM and Godalming Museum 

Cultural 

Throughout the humanities department pupils and students explore the varied characteristics of different cultures, and 
use this information to inform the development of their own ideas. Pupils and students recognise and celebrate diversity 
whilst exploring the culture of their own society; as well as local and national identity,. They also look at how the different 
geographical, historical and religious events  have influenced different cultures and  how they have been moulded into 
the culture they live in today. We look at changes in  law e.g. homosexual sex, and events that lead to laws being decreed 
e.g. Henry VIII, Guy Fawkes, Civil War, Industry, Nazi Germany,  Food and Clothing for different time periods, Festivals, 
Religious Identity, Traditions, Religious Myths, Stories and Practices. Students study the lifestyles of people with differing 
cultures across the world, for example tribes in the Ecuadorian rainforest, people who live in Polar Regions. Cultural 
appreciation and understanding is fundamental to learning. Pupils and students are presented with authentic accounts of 
cultures as diverse as Sudan, Vietnam, Russia (Impact of War on Nazism) and Brazil. The contribution of different cultures 
to human development and progress is also explored and studied, especially in the Year 11 unit covering the History of 
Medicine, which considers the role of the Christian Church, the Muslim World and Ancient cultures had on the 
development of medicine and treatment. 



SMSC 
Computing 

Spiritual 

Computing lessons provide pupils and students with the opportunity to: 

Explore creativity and imagination in the design and construction of digital products 

Promote self-esteem through the presentation of your work to others 

Explore how ideas in computing have inspired others.  
Create digital products which incorporate your beliefs. 
 

 

Moral  

Computing lessons provide pupils and students with the opportunity to: 
Encourage good etiquette when using digital technology including mobile devices and with due regard to e-safety 
Encourage respect for the computer room and the equipment you use and how this affects others 
Encourage respect in the use of digital equipment and its impact on the environment – for example, ink and paper wastage. 
 Investigate the laws that govern the internet and the problems that are faced by the impacts of the internet on existing 
laws 
Explore moral issues around the around the use of digital technology - For example, copyright and plagiarism. 

•  
Social 

Computing lessons provide pupils and students with the opportunity to: 
Assist one another in problem solving.  
Encourage appropriate social behaviours in the classroom including listening whilst others are talking and generally 
interacting as a caring community. 
Encourage good practice and respect in the use of social networking. 
Understand the purpose of the data protection act 

Cultural 

Encourage the sensible use of digital technology in the classroom and homework situations given that we are currently 
living in a digitally cultural environment. Encourage an awareness and appreciation of the digital divide and to be aware of 
differing cultural and spiritual or religious views towards the use of digital technology. Empowering pupils and students to 
apply their ICT and computing skills and knowledge to the wider curriculum and acknowledge links between subjects 

. 



SMSC 
Art   

Spiritual 

Art is enriched with emotional, spiritual, moral and social undertones and reaches topics responsively and dynamically making its learning 
potential  as an educational pre-requisite in our National Curriculum and beyond. We absorb art consciously and un-consciously enriching 
our minds and nurturing the values in our existence. The potency and impact of art is all, tangibly, around us. Through art, craft and 
design we observe, communicate, interpret and illustrate the diverse, complex and incredible world in which we live in. Art and design 
also stimulates creativity and imagination . It  provides visual, tactile and sensory experiences and a unique way of understanding and 
responding to the world. Pupils and students use colour, form, texture, pattern and different materials and processes to communicate 
what they see, feel and think.  

Moral 

In art lessons  pupils and students are encouraged  and are expected to show  mutual respect and consideration for others’ work. They 
are encouraged to show compassion when assessing  each others work and are helped to understand how their comments can build up 
or destroy another’s self belief.  

Social 

Pupils and students work is celebrated  by displaying their work in a variety of forums, for example , in public areas around the school and 
in the school’s Friday Flyer.  They are able to develop their communication skills  by  talking to other pupils and students about  their work 
as well as the work of famous artists from across  the world. 

Cultural 

Through art lessons pupils and students are able  to learn about how artists from a range of cultures influence  style and from. 

.  



SMSC 
PSHCE 

Spiritual 

PSHCE lessons provide pupils and students  with the opportunity to explore the meaning and purpose for individuals in 
society. Through team and individual activities  they are able to learn about the importance of resilience and  compassion. 
Through working with others they also learn how to respond to others’ needs and wants.  

Moral 

During PSHCE lessons pupils and students  explore what is right and wrong and work out what  they can do in their own 
community to make sure that everyone survives .  Through the student voice forum pupils and students  are able to express 
how they can ensure that the school community  supports all pupils and students  to achieve outstanding goals and live life 
to the full. 

Social 

Pupils and students are encouraged to work collaboratively together during lessons. Through taking part in group activities 
they  are able  to take  on a variety of roles,  including leadership roles. Through taking part in  the voting processes held, 
for example, in relation to student voice and  by taking part in the  debate assembly held every Monday pupils and students 
learn how to express their views as well as learn to accept that others may have  different but equally valid opinions to 
themselves. 

 Cultural 

During lessons pupils and students  gain an insight into other cultures and how they influence their own lives . Their 
understanding about  other cultures is also enhanced , for example , through school assemblies, multi- cultural week  and 
through participating in a range of trips .   



SMSC 
Technology 

Spiritual 

Through technology lessons pupils and students are able to enjoy and celebrate through creating a  range of objects. The 
process of creative thinking and innovation inspires students to bring out undiscovered talents, which in turn breeds a self-
confidence and belief in their abilities. It also challenges and appeals to the creative instincts that have driven humanity to 
discover, adapt and overcome.  

Moral 

During  technology lessons pupils and students  are encouraged to ask questions about  the effect technological changes 
have on human  life and the world around them. Mutual respect is engendered through the process of peer evaluation of 
each other’s work and standards. We empower students to take criticism positively and to articulate their views in a 
respectful and sensitive way. We support this through the celebration of human fallibility as a motivator to learn and 
succeed. S 

Social 

Social development is a key feature of all design and  technology lessons. We teach the concept of self-regulation to ensure 
that pupils  and students accept responsibility for their behaviour and the safety of others. We encourage  them to give 
support  to each other reminders when others  may be finding it difficult to  meet the school’s expectation. As a result 
pupils and students  feel  that they can learn in  a safe, secure, learning environment .There is also an  emphasis on 
developing the it ability to work with others and to accept each other’s unique personality. We encourage effective 
conversations about the work we do through self & peer evaluation and help pupils and students to accept constructive 
criticism as a vehicle to help them  achieve their learning outcomes.  

Cultural 

We develop wider cultural awareness in design technology through projects that have a connection with our past heritage 
and how our industrial routes have shaped our nation. We seek to expand pupils’ and student’s knowledge about how 
other cultures influence design and manufacture ;including an increasing awareness of how the influences digital 
manufacturing developments from other countries have on the designing and making of products that we use. 



SMSC Assemblies 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Themes Themes Themes Themes Themes Themes 

Week 1 
Let’s start afresh 
Weeks 2-3  
Self-Identity  
Weeks 4-6 
Light and Dark 
Space 
Multicultural 
Week 
Weeks 7-8 
Relationships 
Book Week  
Special days  
Democracy Day 
European Day  of 
Languages  
No Pens Day  
World Food Day 
United Nations 
Day 
Good News Friday 

Weeks 1-2 
Victorians  
Weeks 3-4 
Space  
Anti -bullying week 
Inter-faith week 
Weeks 5-6 
Interpretations 
Week 7 
Christmas 
Special days  
Children In Need Day 
Armistice Day 
Save the Children 
Jumper Day 
Human Rights Day 

Weeks 1-2  
Changes  
Weeks 3-4 
International Year of 
Light and Soil 
Making choices 
Weeks 4-6 
Independent 
enquirers  
Special days  
UNICEF Day of change 
Special event s 
Chinese New Year  
Fair Trade Fortnight  

Weeks 1-2  
Celebrating difference 
Weeks 3-4 
Creation 
Weeks 5-6 
Science Week 
Equality 
Special days  
World Happiness Day 
World Water Day 
International day for  
street children 

Week 1  
Shape and Form 
Weeks 2-3 
Balance 
Weeks 4-5 
Combination  
Week 6 
Effective participators 
Special days  
International World 
Fair Trade Day 

Week 1-2 
Nature 
Weeks 3-4 
Investigation 
Weeks 5-6 
Location 
Weeks 7-8 
Creativity 
Creative thinkers  
Special days  
World Environmental 
Day 
World Day against 
Child Labour  
International Day of 
the African Child 

Assemblies at St Dominic’s School play an integral part in helping the pupils and students  develop their understanding of the world they 
live in as well as help them to understand the important part they play in today’s Society.  To further enhance  pupils’ and students’ 
understanding  of the  thematic  Needs Led Curriculum the assembly themes  are implicitly linked to the blended waking day curriculum. 
Pupils and students are encouraged to take an active part in assembly discussions particularly  during  the  current affairs debate  which 
takes place every Monday . Through this forum  the pupils and students  learn how to  express their views  and listen to others 
appropriately . They also learn to accept and understand that whilst others may not share their  own views  and opinions  they are 
equally valid to their own. 



SMSC 
Music  

Spiritual 

The premise of both Music is to inspire pupils and students to achieve their best in a creative way ; to develop confidence 
and to develop their understanding of themselves. Music lessons also provide pupils and students with the ideal 
opportunity to create their own sounds  as well as understand how music can make people feel.  

 

Moral 

During music lessons pupils and students  and students are able  to explore how music can convey human emotions such 
as, sadness, joy and anger.   Mutual respect is engendered through the process of peer evaluation of each other’s work and 
standards.  

 
 

Social 

Through working in groups and pairs, pupils and students  learn how to work collaboratively together. At the end  of each 
lesson they are  given time to  reflect  on  their individual and /or group performance  identifying “what went well” and  
“even better  if “. Through taking part in a range  of activities pupils and students and students  understand how  music can  
be used in different ways in different settings.  

 
Cultural 

Pupils and students are taught how to use a range of instruments in lessons. They also take part regularly in singing.  During 
lessons  pupils and students  play and listen to music from different cultures around the world  and  through this gain an 
understanding about music  from different places. 

  



SMSC 
Languages   

Spiritual 

Through running french days  the school promotes spiritual development by exploring the languages from around the world 
and  exploring the way language is constructed 

 

Moral 

Pupils and students  learn about other cultures so that they develop their understanding about how other people from 
other countries lead their lives.   

 

 

Social 

Pupils and students are able to learn about different social conventions through practising speaking french in  different 
situations.  

  

  
Cultural 

French days provide pupils and students the opportunity to learn about a different language as well as lean about the 
customs of other people from around the world. Pupils and students understanding of other cultures is further enhanced 
during the School’s Multicultural Week. 

  


