
 

 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 

 
Monday 20th March 
Family Voice meeting – 2:20pm 
 
Friday 24th March ς Red Nose Day 
Celebratory Assembly (pupils only) 
 
Monday 27th March 
REWARD TRIP – Wildwood – Details will be sent 
out on Monday. 
 
Tuesday 28th March 
REWARD TRIP – Lego: The Art of The Brick – 
Details send out on Monday. 
 
Wednesday 29th March 
REWARD TRIP – Fishers Farm 

 
(The cinema trip  can only be booked the week before 
ŀǎ ǘƛŎƪŜǘǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜƴ.  Parents of 
children who have chosen this activity will be 
contacted regarding the cost ς we will let you know 
asap when tickets have been booked.- thank you for 
your patience). 

 
Friday 31st March - Last Day of Term 

¶ Easter Fayre - 11am – Parents  

¶ Family forum - 12:20pm – 1:10pm 

¶ 6th Form Options Meeting for Year 11 
Parents – 12:20pm 

¶ Easter Service - 1:30pm 
 

Easter Holidays ς April 3rd ς18th inclusive 
 

Tuesday 18th April 
Staff INSET (In Service Training) Day 
 
Wednesday 19th April ς Back to school! 
 
Monday 24th April 
Family Voice meeting – 9:00am 
 
Monday 1st May - Bank Holiday 
 
Friday 5th May  
KS3 Parents’ Afternoon  
 
Friday 26th May - Last Day of Term 
 
Half-Term - 29th May ς 4th June inclusive 
 

St Dominic’s School  

Friday Flyer 

March 17th 2017 

 
 

Positive Slips  

¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ ƛǎ  

Callum Roe 
Well done! 

 

 

Last Day of Term ς Reminder 
 
The last day of term is Friday 31st March.   
The school day will finish at the usual time of 2.20pm. 
 
Please make sure your taxi company is aware of this.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Our son has progressed and matured into the 
young man he is because of St Dominic’s – thank 
you. 

Have Your Details Changed? 
Please let the front office and the school nurse know if your 

contact details or taxi details have changed. Thank you. 
 

Pupil and Student Sickness ς 48-hour rule 
From time to time children are sick (vomit) either at home or at 
school. Unfortunately, it is not always possible to distinguish the 
cause, and therefore it is essential that the 48-hour away from 
school rule has to apply in all cases of vomiting or diarrhoea. 

The Sixth Form CoPE group would like to 
organise a quiz night to raise money for 
their leavers trip. Please can you fill in 
the survey below so we know if parents 
are interested.  Copy and paste the 
following link to access the survey.  
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/538
NGMQ  
 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/538NGMQ
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/538NGMQ


 
 
Therapy  

Year 7 
 
This week in therapy-led PSHCE lessons, Year 7 pupils have been focussing on addressing environmental 
problems.  They have been working very hard to think of ways to address deforestation, waste 
management, and looking for alternative energy resources.  They even looked at how to do this in the 
event of a zombie apocalypse!  These fun activities allowed pupils to have Occupational Therapy input 
woven into the lessons, developing independence through thinking about the world around them, 
improving sensory processing, practising handwriting, and working as a team.  Well done year 7s! 

 
Residential  
 

Narrative on the residential area 
 
Residential pupils and students have free time of an evening to be creative. Some of the pupils and 
students enjoy writing stories, whether it be on their own or with others. They get very imaginative 
and explore all sorts of scenarios and plots throughout the story.   The most popular stories are 
fantasy and comedy. Pupils and students enjoy sharing their stories with their peers, creating an 
atmosphere and sometimes producing sound effects. Many eagerly engage and get involved, often 
by adding extra comments or sound effects while the story is being told.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pupils and students work well as part of a team, communicating good ideas and sharing views and 
opinions.  It is so rewarding to see everyone supporting each other and acknowledging that someone 
has done a fantastic piece of work.   Storytelling is a very social activity, it gets everyone together and 
allows everyone to show their creativity. 
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https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://images.clipartpanda.com/writing-clip-art-writing2-clipart-11p5a2x.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/writing-clipart&docid=7U8QrIhcnNnoZM&tbnid=tk8WO4dKl1KxbM:&vet=1&w=750&h=957&safe=vss&bih=561&biw=1138&q=writing clipart&ved=0ahUKEwiWqIfE86jSAhWGB8AKHfjBBmsQMwgxKAAwAA&iact=mrc&uact=8


Science  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Year 7 have been studying cells.  In 
this lesson they used microscopes to 
view objects such as onion cells at a 
magnification of x 10. 
 

On Tuesday, KS2 pupils visited the 
Science lab to reinforce some of the 
safety rules they have been learning 
surrounding practical work in the 
Sciences. KS2 conducted a practical 
and learned that some coloured dyes 
and inks are actually mixtures of 
different colours, and can be 
separated in a process called 
chromatography. 
 

Year 10 have been studying organ 
systems.  They looked at a lamb’s 
heart to view the four chambers and 
the valves.  They also looked at a rat 
to view the digestive system.  
 

Year 8 have been studying the world 
of microbes.  In this lesson they used 
an App called I-motion to do a stop 
animation of white blood cells 
engulfing pathogens. 
 



Year 8 Trip to Raystede Animal Sanctuary 
This term, Year 8 have been studying poetry.  They have been looking closely at T.S. Elliot’s poem ‘Macavity’.  
This trip gave the pupils the opportunity to observe animals and inspire them to write their own poems. 

 
 

The Romans 
Last week, as part of Roman topic, Year 7 made Roman weapons including the shield that would have been 
used in a Legion, a Gladius (Roman sword), a Pilum (Roman javelin) and a Roman helmet. All pupils were 
incredibly proud of their efforts and accomplished making their weapons with minimal support. 
 



 As we have welcomed the warmer weather, the boys have been out and about 
enjoying wildlife week.  Learning and progress has been astonishing with 
positive classroom behaviour being a real high point for everyone this week.  
 
Particular ‘shout-outs’ go to Tom for working exceptionally hard in English and 
Maths, Henry for challenging himself with some algebra, and Will E for 
excelling in his SATs prep. Matthew also needs a big ‘well done’ for trying 

something new and coming to Wii club with two people from other classes. Wii 
club continues to be a success and it is great to see new friendships forming.  
 
Your continued support of the WOW moments initiative has been amazing and we thank you for 
sharing these with us. Special commendations go to Owen for his amazing photography, look out for 
some of his pictures at the Easter celebrations at the end of the term! A special mention also goes to 
Connor who celebrated his birthday this week - we wish him a wonderful weekend with his family!  
 
As we look forward to next week, we will be working hard on making some very special surprises for 
all the very special mothers on Mothers’ Day. We will also be having some fun with poetry for World 
Poetry Week, and (hopefully) continuing to enjoy the great outdoors as we welcome Spring! 
 
Emma Jones  
Head of Key Stage 2 
 
 

Menu for week beginning Monday 20th March 2017 
MENU MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

BREAKFAST      

MORNING 
SNACK 

Rock cakes Fresh Fruit Fresh Fruit Demerara Cookies Fresh Fruit 

LUNCH 
 

Sausage Meat & Red 
Onion Patties 

                                              
Tagin of Sweet 

Vegetables & Red 
Onion on Cous- Cous     

New potatoes                                                                                                                                             
Jacket Potato 

 
Sweetcorn 

Peas 
 

Fresh Salad Bar                
Sliced Cheese 

                                                      

Diced Chicken in a 
Cream Cheese Sauce 

 
Vegetables & Cheddar     

Hot Pot 
                                                     

Boulangere Potatoes 
Jacket Potato 

 
Carrots 
Leeks  

 
Fresh Salad Bar 

Sliced Ham 

Sliced Gammon  
 
 

Pasta, Tomato, Basil                     
au Gratin       

 
Roast Potatoes 
Jacket Potato 

 
Red Cabbage                        

Mixed Vegetables 
 

Fresh Salad Bar 
Tuna Mayo 

Beef & Vegetable Pie  
 
 

Minced Quorn 
Cottage Pie 

                                  
Mashed Potatoes 

Jacket Potato 
 

Crushed Parsnips 
Green Beans  

 
Fresh Salad Bar               

Coronation Chicken 
 

Breaded Fish 
 
 

Vegetable Parcel 
 

Chips 
Stuffed Jacket 

potatoes 
 

Peas 
Baked Beans 

 
Fresh Salad Bar 

DESSERT Chocolate & Vanilla           
Marble Cake 

 
Fresh Fruit Basket 

 
Yoghurt 

Pear & Honey  
Crumble & Custard 

 
Fresh Fruit Basket 

 
Yoghurt 

 Banana Drizzle Cake 
 
 

Fresh Fruit Basket 
 

Yoghurt 

Citrus Cheesecake 
 
 

Fresh Fruit Basket 
 

Yoghurt 

Iced Coffee Sponge 
 
 

Fresh Fruit Basket 
 

Yoghurt  

AFTERNOON 
SNACK 

Cherry Butterfly Cakes Cheese & Bacon 
turnovers  

Bread Pudding   Cheese Scones  

SUPPER Chicken & Mushroom 
Pie  

Mashed Potatoes 
Green Beans  

BBQ Pork Steak 
Wedge Potatoes 

Sweetcorn 

Pasta Bolognaise 
Garlic Bread  

Home Made Beef 
Burgers 

Baps 
Chips  

 

Key 

Stage 

2 



St 5ƻƳƛƴƛŎΩǎ {Ŏhool 
Social Communication Programme 

LOOKING TO LISTEN 
 
The target is to teach the social value of looking at the speaker.  

¶ Socially: NOT looking at the speaker may be considered to be rude 

¶ Communication is a two-way process and both parties need to be engaged 

¶ Establishing eye contact with a pupil tells the adult that his attention has been engaged. 
 
Facts re ASD 

¶ Many children with ASD do not use eye contact correctly 

¶ Many find it uncomfortable to use eye contact with unfamiliar people.  This ‘uncomfortable’ feeling can be 
very strong and very unpleasant for the individual 

¶ Some pupils are able to listen without using eye contact BUT the other person doesn’t know that they are 
listening 

¶ Pupils do not need to sustain their eye contact, the adult only requires them to make eye contact 

¶ Over 70% of information is conveyed non-verbally 

¶ NOT using eye-contact reduces exposure to non-verbal information 

¶ Individuals have difficulty ‘reading’ facial expression 

¶ They also have difficulty using facial expression correctly 

¶ Not using eye contact can make the listener look disinterested (or ‘shifty).  This could be a problem for 
individuals with behaviour difficulties.   

 
Suggested Script 

¶ I would like to see you Looking to Listen 

¶ This means that you will look at me when I am talking 

¶ This will help you to understand 
OR 

¶ Everyone needs to be Looking to Listen.  I will know that you are listening when I see you looking at me 

¶ This means that you will look at me when I am talking 

¶ This will help you to understand 
 
 
Hints and Tips 

¶ Use this target together with Sitting to Learn 

¶ Pupils need to be looking at the teacher before the teacher starts to talk 

¶ Pupils need clear concise instructions so they know what to do 

¶ Be prepared to repeat the instruction as frequently as necessarily 

¶ Acknowledge that it is possible to listen when you are not looking at the speaker but insist that pupils use 
‘Looking to Listen’ to show that they are listening 

¶ It is not necessary for the pupil to make prolonged eye-contact, the pupils is only required to meet the 
speaker’s eyes to show that they are listening    

¶ Give positive praise when pupils make eye contact, even if for a short time 

¶ Pupils might need to be cued in individually by using their name  

¶ Pupils should be reminded that looking at the speaker shows that they are listening 

¶ Pupils should be reminded that NOT looking at the speaker could be considered to be rude.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Assemblies 
W/C 13th March 2017 

Theme ς Spring Traditions 
 

Monday 13th 
Mrs Wilson introduced the theme by giving us examples of a number of spring traditions from around 
the world, beginning with our own tradition that at the Spring Equinox (more of that later in the 
week), it is possible to balance an egg on its end. In Poland there is the tradition of ‘Drowning 
Mazanna’ (!) where the Marzanna doll, representing Winter, is decorated with spring flowers and 
paraded through the streets before being thrown into the river, just to make sure winter has gone. In 
Switzerland, a snowman is burned at the stake, firstly being filled with explosives (fireworks one 
presumes). Traditionally the quicker the flames reach the head the better the Spring will be. In 
Bulgaria there is a Baba Marta – the Grandmother March – who welcomes in the beginning of Spring 
on 1st March. The traditional exchange of Martenitsi (red and white woven bands) symbolises health 
and happiness and often there is a parade through the streets accompanied by red and white flags. 
One part of the tradition relates to spring-cleaning – Baba Marta shakes her eiderdown to get rid of 
Winter’s dust and the loose feathers fly out – symbolic of the last snow of winter before the spring 
thaw. In the Netherlands there is a traditional flower parade featuring tulips, in Australia a huge 
flower festival and in India (now spreading further afield) the religious festival of Holi, denoted by the 
throwing of special coloured powders over each other to represent the triumph of good over evil. 
Mrs Wilson also told us about a tradition from her childhood in Scotland – Whuppity Scoorie – a 
tradition of tying pieces of crumpled paper to a string and whirling them around. Leading into a 
debate Mrs Wilson posed the question – In a world that is becoming increasingly small because of 
social media, travel and immigration, and less people holding religious views, are traditions still as 
important nowadays as they once were? Opinions seemed to still be in favour of traditions – loyalty 
to the past, a link with past times, traditions are fine as long as they are fun, traditions are ok but it’s 
important to know the meaning behind them. We then had a brief discussion about our own family 
traditions – such as Easter Egg hunts, birthday treats etc. A fact and fun-filled assembly. 
 
Tuesday 14th - KS2 & 3 
Mrs Barker and Miss Kelly from the OT team led today’s assembly. They recapped Monday’s 
assembly topic of Spring traditions in different countries and then went on to talk about a tradition 
that revolves totally around the home. We were given some pictorial clues to help us out – a duster, 
broom and a mop. Oh, that must be Spring-cleaning! We learnt that the term Spring-cleaning dates 
back to 1855 but the act of cleaning out houses following the winter dates back much further. It 
arises from the onset of the warmer spring weather and the need to clean out the dust and dirt from 
the Winter fires, particularly since the onset of coal for heating as this creates a much blacker soot 
that sticks to everything. There are international spring-cleaning traditions around the world – in Iran 
the New Year falls on the Spring Equinox and is preceded by the tradition of Khane-Tekani, a grand 
clear out/redecoration and sort out before the New Year begins. In China cleaning out brings good 
luck for the New Year. Mrs Barker and Miss Kelly also posed a question – what else apart from our 
homes could we Spring-clean? We had suggestions covering our school, ourselves, our minds… a 
brilliant suggestion in that vein came from Callum R – we can Spring-clean our minds by getting rid of 
negative thoughts, replacing them with good ones. We finished the entertaining assembly with a 
video clip of a dog who seems to have this Spring-cleaning sorted – we all left wishing we had one of 
those at home! 
 
Wednesday 15th – Extended Tutor time 
 
 



Thursday 16th - KS4 & 5 
Miss Maxted reintroduced the topic of the Spring Equinox, with plenty of egg-related humour thrown 
in! We began by learning that the term ‘equinox’ refers to a day in which the hours of daylight and 
darkness are equal, and that we have not only one but two of these days – occurring in both Spring 
and Autumn. We particularly like this one because from now on (20th March) the hours of daylight 
become longer, heralding the arrival of not only Spring but also Summer further down the line. We 
were introduced to the egg-balancing tradition again but with a twist – volunteers were asked to try 
and give it a go! The eggs in question were crème eggs rather than the traditional hen’s egg so it was 
always going to be a bit of a challenge but our three willing volunteers tried for 20 seconds to get 
their egg to stand on its end for 5 seconds. Unfortunately, none of the participants were successful 
(unsurprisingly) but they did get to keep the eggs. We then went on to think about how important 
eggs are, not only as a human foodstuff but also as a perfect vessel to keep new life safe and 
protected. We considered why they might be an appropriate symbol for Spring and decided that new 
life is really what Spring is about – in nature with lambs, chicks, trees blossoming, flowers blooming 
and also symbolically with the days lengthening and the potential for new beginnings after the 
darkness of Winter. 
 
Friday 16th 
Mr Morton led a Positive Slip-packed assembly this morning, beginning with a reminder of the special 
saint’s day tomorrow – St Patrick, the Patron Saint of Ireland. We shared Good News and Positive 
Slips – 51 were awarded this week and the deserving winner was Callum Roe – well done to him. 
 

 

  
 


